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HOME & GARDEN EXTRA’S NEW CATALOGUE OUT NOW
GET YOUR FREE COPY

s\

To see our full range of Plant
Supports, Planters, Garden Tools
and more visit our website or
request a catalogue

www.homeandgardenextras.com/GN-catalogue
Call our Catalogue Hotline on 01903 331222

“Great quality products at competitive prices. Delivered quickly.
| have used this company numerous times over the last few years
and will continue to do so” - Sarah FIEIEIEIES # Trustpilot

e’re delighted to present our Spring & Summer 2024

Catalogue! This year our catalogue is bigger than ever
and we can’t wait to share some exciting new ranges with
you, including some innovative composting and garden
storage solutions, plus our widest ever range of Garden
Furniture. As ever, all our ranges have been thoughtfully
procured to ensure everything that we stock meets the high
standards our customers have come to expect of us.

"J we’re offering a massive 24% off our Round

y Grow Throughs! Perfect for providing support for
flowers and plants that are beginning to sprout in
flowerbeds and borders. Plastic coated in green.
S Sold in packs of 3.

Small: 50cm (20”) Tall x 30cm (12”) Wide
NOW £11.39 - Pack of 3
Medium: 60cm (24”) Tall x 40cm (16”) Wide
99 NOW £13.67 - Pack of 3
| Large: 76cm (50”) Tall x 30cm (20”) Wide
WAS-£20:99 NOW £15.95 - Pack of 3

Established over 30 years ago, we’re a family run business
based in Lancing, West Sussex. We take great pride in our
vast knowledge of the gardening industry, our commitment to
customer service and the outstanding quality of our products.

Rated EXCELLENT on Trustpilot based on 2,750 reviews. www.homeandgardenextras.com/GN24
¢ Trustpilot naws—a When ordering online please use the code GN24
14 To order by phone please call 01903 331221 and

To see our full range of products visit T quote code GN24 Scan the QR Code to the left.
www.homeandgardenextras.com

homexs ga e (Ja] Please complete and return this coupon to: Home & Garden Extras, We’re a proud member of )
Uy Chartwell House, 40 Chartwell Road, Lancing, West Sussex, BN15 8TY. ZIMADE IN BRITAIN®

I enclose a cheque/postal order made .
payable to Home & Garden Extrasfore_ USE GODE: GN24 QTY | PRODUCT | PACK SIZE | PRICE | TOTAL
Name Small Grow Through Plant Support Pack of 3 £14.99 £11.39
Address
Medium Grow Through Plant Support Pack of 3 £17.99 £13.67

Postcode Telephone
Email Large Grow Through Plant Support Pack of 3 £20.99 £15.95

By providing us with your email address you’ll be able to receive: N g -

/' Access your order information online -/ Receive delivery updates Please debit my account: |:|V|sa DMastercard P&pP £3.99

/ Receive dispatch notifications  View order tracking 24/7 |Car¢|j Nu|mbe|r: | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | Grand Total
If you do not wish t ive informati : s :
sl o i Fewaiher loase ok ite L] dpon: _ Bolybiee  Seuyos

ast 3 digits on the

Offer code can not be used in conjunction with any other offer. Offer valid until 01/09/2024 | | | | | | | | | | | | | | back of your card
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4 News from the gardening world
5 New for the Garden —the best tools and
equipment coming onto the market

here'sno question things
8 Garden of the Week are stirring earlier than
12 Top tips for growing terrific sweet peas usual. Dafde'l_IS inmy
16 Bulbs to plant now for summer blooming garden came into bloom

atleasta week earlier than usual,
while in mid-February I saw hedges
-Ithinkblackthorn -blossoming
asIdrove towork. Normally they
don't flower until early March.

This winter has been pretty dreary,
and exceptionally wet, but also
undoubtedly milder than usual and
that has led to these early flowers.
Very pretty, no question, but 'mnot
sure we should welcome them quite
s0 soon - and surely there will still
be some sharp
frosts to come?

18 Got awaterlogged lawn after all the
winter rain? Here's what to do

22 Carol Klein on using a garden’s vertical space,
plus her gardening week at Glebe Cottage

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK

29 Create an alpine trough for patio appeal

30 Time to cut back cornus and willows, feed
spring bulbs and other flower jobs for now

33 Nick Bailey on the gains from greenhouses

34 Sow brassicas, harvest the last of the kale and
more things to do now for your fruit and veg

36 Kitchen Gardener Rob Smith springs forward
with preparations for the change of season

37 Karen Gimson’s pumpkin and tomato soup

38 Medwyn Williams explains how I'mgrateful
he grows perfect parsnips . the apple and
40 Stefan Buczacki troubleshoots foryou— Q ’7 ) plumtreesin
what to do about problems with plums, ’ my garden are
growing a hedge qf thyme, advice on still biding their
green manures, disposing of old fertiliser, time - even

how to get clematis cuttings and more
y: i , |
6 YourGarden Gems! You share
your top gardening tips
26 Over the Fence—real readers’ gardens
51 Your letters and photos

Are early blooms a
cause for concern?

then, they can often be caught out
by cold weather in April and May.

That said, I see now as the best
time to start my seed sowing. Many
of you love sweet peas, so we have
the ultimate Q&A guide for these
fragrant sensations (page 12).I'm
also sowing cosmos, rudbeckia and
coreopsis (all given away for free with
Garden News!) - hopefully a feast
for pollinators later in the summer.

Check out our favourite summer
bulbs, too - on page 16 we pick
six of the best to bring life to
containers or borders. They're
always so colourful and well
worth including in your plans.

In short, weTte now headlong into
planting and sowing season: such an
exciting time of year in the garden.
Also one whenI once again realise
Idon't have room for everything
I'want - but that's part of the fun!
Have a great gardening week.

t
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Garden News
Editor

Bleam |

OFFERS & COMPETITIONS

Official

Get in touch!

49 Win prizes with our crossword

F
Twilter.com/GardenNewsMag

53 Money-saving deals for you on alstroemeria

# G N REALGARDENS Emaifgn.lgt::;@bauermedia.co.uk

fIX]O)

55 Treat yourself to compost and
Strulch and get free delivery

Write to Simon Caney, Garden News, Media House, Peterborough
Business Park, Lynch Wood, Peterborough PE2 6EA

/
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‘What to
\1do NOW!
1 Sineuoun

2 s PEAS

N |

g d Garden of
— the Week
Our cover
star: Lathyrus
odoratus
‘Painted Lady’
Don’t miss our expert e
Q&A guide on how to Take a peek at bt Pintup an e
grow thebest sweet peas ' readers’ gardens alpine trough
this year—see page 12. - N -

*View terms and conditions by visiting the Link below

Call01858 438884 or visit
www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn
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GARDENS
SCOOP TOP
AWARDSE

Some 22 schemes are
recognised in design mdustry
prize-giving, reports lan Hodgson

total of 22 gardens
by professional
designers have been
recognised by the
Society of Garden Designers
(SGD)at its 2024 SGD Awards.
Schemes include public and
private gardens, both large and

small, with some open to visitors.

The new Wellbeing Garden
at RHS Garden Wisley, designed
by Chelsea gold medal winner
Matt Keightley, bagged the prize
for the Best UK Commercial
or Community Landscape.
Judges noted its well-considered
planting and great use of
texture, colour and shape
within a very difficult space.

Designer Stefano Marinaz
triumphed three times, scooping
the Judges' Award, the Medium
Residential Garden Award and

the Design for the Environment
Award, all for his scheme at
Church Barn, near Braintree,
Essex. Stefano replaced the lawn
with perennial planting, featuring
grasses Sesleria autumnalis and
Sporobolus heterolepis, combined
with perennials and underplanted
with bulbs. Multi-stemmed
shrubby trees, amelanchier,

Clerodendrum trichotomum,
Koelreuteria paniculata and
Magnolia x loebneri ‘Merrill
also provide seasonal interest.
Judges called the project‘a
beautiful, understated nod to
modernity’' and were impressed
by the complex planting.

The People’s Choice Award,
determined by public vote, went
to Adam Vetere for a treetop
garden in Berkshire. The garden,
which also won the Small
Residential Landscapes & Gardens

LIFETIME HONOUR FOR INNOVATIVE PLANTING DESIGNER

8 The Wellbeing Garden
# at RHS Garden Wisley @:

S ‘INHVM 13HOVY 'IdHOHLHILSITV SOLOHd

Andy Sturgeon s roof garden
at Battersea Power W
Watlon y
< S
Award, was described by judges
as demonstrating ‘great skill in
working within alimited flat space
at the top of a very steep site’.
The overall SGD Grand Award,
also known as the Garden of
the Year Award, was presented
to Andy Sturgeon for the
rooftop gardens he designed for
London'siconic Battersea Power

Station. Judges remarked on
the “fantastic endeavour, scale

\W | A professor spearheading the
“ development of naturalistic

exotic species offered the best solution
for greening urban areas to tackle climate

and creativity of the project.”
The Chelsea gold medal winner

R
o J plantings received the change, and scientists and gardeners worked with the "heritage of
Lifetime Achievement needed to collaborate to create a planting thebuilding while creating
w Award from the SGD. palette to tackle future challenges. human scale environments

James Hitchmough (left), now Emeritus
Professor of Horticultural Ecology at
the University of Sheffield, has created
landscapes around the world, including
the 2012 Olympic Park, Chatsworth House

on an exposed London site.”
The scheme, which is only
open to residents,was a double
winner, alsoreceiving the UK/
International Roof, Podium

“James Hitchmough has been one of
the most remarkable and influential
people in the landscape industry in the
last quarter century, both in the UK and
internationally,” said SGD vice chairman

and RHS Garden Wisley. In a keynote talk John Wyer. “He has always questioned the or Raised Courtyard award.
to the RHS last year, Hitchmough said status quo - usually with great humour.” H For more information
visit sgd.org.uk.

New public forest competition launches

£ The woodland competition §
winner must help ==
| benefit communities
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competition to establish
anew community
forest has opened to

the public, with £10 million of

Government funding available.
Inspired by the original National

Forest, which transformed a

large area of the Midlands from

an industrial landscape toa
thriving 200 sqmile treescape
and wildlife habitat, the initiative
invites organisations from across
England to promote local areas to
become a Forest for the Nation.
The winning applicant must
identify how the new forest

will positively benefit local
communities as well as nationally
impacting people, nature and

the environment. Projects
entered for the competition

could include those showing
innovation in woodland

creation or naturerecovery,




‘Glowing'
petunia
launched
in US

race of petunias that
glowin the dark
hasbeen launched

to gardeners in America.
Petunia Firefly’ has
been specially bred tobe
bioluminescent - its remarkable
ability genetically engineered
by importing relevant genes
from naturally bioluminescent
mushrooms and splicing them
into the genome of the petunia.
The United States Department
of Agriculture has approved the
venture, enabling the plants to
be safely grown and bred in the

KENT & STOWE SURECUT LOPPERS

@ Bring extra power to your cutting efforts
with these lightweight loppers that have
analuminium body and rubber grip
handles. Available in five models (Mini
Loppers, Standard Model, Extra Power,

Extra Power Hard Wood and Extra Power
Ratchet), the new Reflex Energy System
has shock-absorbing rubber bumpers

for maximum results with minimal
exertion. From: marshallsgarden.com.

US. Each white-flowered plant
isbeing sold for $29 (£23).

The development builds
on work that revealed
similarities between mushroom
bioluminescence and plant
metabolism. A team of 26
scientists, working across
nine research organisations,
created the brighter plants by
optimising genes isolated from
multiple species of luminous
mushrooms. The genetic
modifications can enhance
bioluminescence in a variety

FLYMO SIMPLISHEAR

@ This powerful, lightweight, battery-
powered 2-in-1grass and shrub shear
has a 20cm high-quality blade, ideal for
tackling shrubs and small hedges, as

wellas lawn edging. Changing blades is
easy, convenient and adjustment free.
Available as product only or as kit with 18V
battery and charger. Available from the
end of March on all good retailer sites.

of plants by up to 100 times.
H Find out more by CJ WILDLIFE HOUSE
visiting light.bio. SPARROW MULTI NEST

BOXES

@ These pinewood nest boxesare
designed to allow house sparrows to nest
in colonies as they do naturally. Available
with different hole positions, on the left,
right orin the middle, they can be placed
side by side to keeping nesting groups
close. Screws and fixings are included,
and the boxes are sold individually. Weight
approx 1.6kg. From: birdfood.co.uk.

Luminous petunias
are a genetic
breakthrough

GARDENA 4IN1

GRIPPER

@ This garden helper takesthe strain
out of tidying up, be it picking up fallen
fruit or branches, or even moss and
chewinggum. Smallrake attachments
canbeaddedtoextendit,andan
ergonomically shaped handle makes it
comfortable and easy to operate. Made
from more than 70% recycled material.
From:amazon.co.uk from early March.

or which boost community
engagement within woodlands.
Forestry Minister Rebecca
Pow said the new Forest for the
Nation “will create alasting legacy
and benefit future generations”.
H For more details, search
Forest for the Nation at gov.
uk. Entries closeon March18
and the winning bid will be
announced in the autumn.
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My son-in-law built <%
a firewood storage 3. ‘

unit from recycled

i i old bed panels and
Top gardening tips from our readers Iouvre doors froma L
cupboard — useful for
added air circulation. |
We're really pleased ='{ 50808

TIP FORTOOLS } with theresult, and it's
made our winter routine-.-_

A Gardman Beach
Hut Nest Box

g

We don't use our council-supplied : —

container for kitchen waste, as we E;$:£ij:Z§nlent. | e £17.99

compost everything. But it has e —t .

made a useful portable and waterproof Porthyrhyd, ﬁ v Maureen wins a green Gardman

home for the garden tools | use most Llanwrda ﬁ Beach Hut Nest Box, which isa

frequently. | keep it by the back door. [ Simon says: Well done .-—;“_}‘ great way to help birds during
SRl ;“;ifj the breeding season, courtesy

of Westland. For more details
about this product visit
gardenhealth.com.

lain Pointer, by email = , Maureen, on being
- so creative. It looks

great, and it's such ==

a great way to recycle

\\

\

= <

SUPPORTING
ROLE

Use old tights, L :
st{siertlded fron; = i a feeder that will hopefully
SLICK, L0 SUpPOL ' L | protect seeds a little bit from

1 any bad weather. It can also be

cucumbers and =
stop them trailing | | screwed onto a tree or fence.

on the ground.
Jazz Singh,
Coventry

luse lukewarm
tap water for
watering when
I sow chilli

MOOLSHILLAHS AWV TV SOLOHd

seeds. It speeds
up germination
and produces
healthy plants
with a good crop.
Wendy Masters,

byemall
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Now it's nearly nesting tlme, any

1 moss | remove from the lawn or the

surface of potted plants, | place
in a hanging basket and leave it
out for birds to help themselves.

Pete Hammond, by email

Gota great
idea or time-
saving tip?
Share them
with our
readers. See
page 3 for
our contact
details
#GNREAL
GARDENS




Est. 1933
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Grow Your Garden for Less with J. Parker’s

‘As a family-run business, now stretching over three generations of the Duiker-Parker family,

our commitment to providing quality and value is as strong as ever
Paul Duiker-Parker Managing Director

SAVE 15% ONLINE NOW - Enter code GNJP15 at checkout.*

Keep up to date @jparkersbulbs

To find savings across 1000’s

of products online visit: ﬁ @ @
1 OREVIEWSio

www.jparkers.co.uk

Product varieties featured in imagery are: Echinacea Purpurea Collection (KP1978/KP1979), Rose Scarlet Perfume (R598),
Dahlia Ludwig Helfert (A681/A8130) and Calibrachoa Starlight Blue (M7277/M7278). *Voucher code vaild until 07/04/24.




Gardener Derek and
Angela Townsley

Location Pinetrees
Cottage, Aberdeenshire

Size 3/4 acre

% soil Shallow acidic
soil over broken rock

Been in garden Since 1994

OpenJuly 20-21, 2pm-
5pm, with neighbouring
Whin Cottage, £6.

Also by appointment
June-July 2024. See
scotlandsgardens.org and
search Banchory Devenick

In perfect :

shape .

Cloud-pruning and pops of colour make thlS

sheltered Scottish garden as pretty as a picture

WordsLiz Potter
Photos Ray Cox

ith its shapely
shrubs, cloud-
pruned trees
and topiary,
this verdant hilltop garden
near Aberdeen is full of foliage
texture and colour. It was
created from scratch over the
last 30 years and enjoys wide
open views - and the bracing
winds that come with them!

8 Garden News / March 2 2024

"Oursis achallenging site,"

explains owner Angela Townsley,

wholives here with her husband
Derek. “We're high up a hill
with a pine forest to the north,
open fields to the south and
the garden is exposed to the
wind from all directions. Over
the years we've planted it fully
in the hope the plants help to
protect each other in time."
The couple bought the land
from a farmer, with justan old,
derelict bothy on site and cows

grazing nearby. “We had plenty
of manure but no flowers or
shrubs,” says Angela. “There was
one overgrown hedge and two
large beech trees; everything
else was long gone. The building
was in such poor condition we
had to demolish it, then use

the old stone to face thenew
house." Fortunately, Derek is

the director of a construction
firm, so building the new house,
retaining walls, paths and
terraces was all part of the plan.

Left, Japanese
dogwood Cornus kousa
‘Miss Satomi’. Right,
Verbascum chaixii
‘Album’ with hypericum

One of their first projects was
to create a fish pond for their
40-strong collection of carp, tench
and rudd. “We weresstillliving
in our previous home just a mile
down the hill," said Angela. "So
once the pond was finished, we
transported the fish up here in
containers. They adapted well,
but the local heron kept taking
them. Eventually, we created a
second pond inside a polytunnel
for their protection. We have some
that are now about 30 years old."



Japanese maples bearing
orange, red and green
summer foliage mingle
with rhododendrons,
Picea abies, Japanese
larch, Cotoneaster
horizontalis, yew and box
topiary around the pond

Once the house was built,
therest of the garden was
fitted around the pond. Today
there are three ‘garden rooms’,
encompassing abarbecue area
and fruit garden, two outdoor
ponds, an alpine house and the
polytunnel. “The design has just
evolved withno real planning,”
says Angela. “Wejust putin some
borders and planted them up,
hoping things would grow. We've
mainly planted small trees and
shrubs, such asrhododendrons,
Japanese maples, box and yew
topiary, which help to give the
garden structure and interest all
year. Even though the wind is
aproblem here, our acers have
survived well, which seems
to surprise everyone who visits!"

Once they'd planted up the
area closest to the house, the
couple annexed part of the pony
paddock, planting a leylandii
hedge around the edge, hoping
to create a bit of shelter. "We then
added an alpine house to keep
some of our tender plantsin,” says
Angela. “Tlike to collect South
African bulbs such as massonias
and nerines, plunge planting

Wisteria and a climbing
rose adorn the front of the
house while the gravel path
has yellow alstroemerias
and black ophiopogon
tumbling over its edges

This sheltered spot is the ideal

place for lunch outdoors,

with a bowl of plectranthus

succulents as an attractive
table centrepiece

their terracotta pots into asand
bench for good drainage.”

The chic, dark grey
summerhouse was built on the
far side of the main pond, using
leftover patio doors from one of
Derek’sbuilding projects. “It's
the perfect place to hideaway in,
when the wind is playing havoc
with the garden,” says Angela.

Glossy evergreen hedges
divide the garden into sheltered
rooms. ‘I think if you keep the
hedges trimmed nicely and the
lawn edges tidy, you can get
away with the rest of the garden

Continues over the page

A container display in the
alpine house includes
white dianthus ‘Arctic Star’,
pelargonium ‘Picasso’ and
Sempervivum tectorum

Asecluded bench
offers a view over the

pond, framed by roses
and a cloud-pruned
golden ‘pom pom’ yew

March 2 2024 / Garden News 9
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Angela’s favourite Japanese maples...

‘Bloodgood’

Handsome purple maple
in spring, with bright
crimson foliage in autumn.
Prefers a sheltered shady
position. H&S: 4m.

not being perfect,” says Angela.
“Derek isin charge of all the
hedge trimming and cloud-
pruning - he shapes the golden
yew and Japanese larch (Larix
kaempferi) by the pond as well as
trimming the topiary into spheres
and spirals. He's also created a
pair of ‘caterpillar’ hedges along
the path to the front door.”

The garden eases gently from
one season to the next. "Tdo
enjoy early springtime when
therhododendronsburstinto
flower," says Angela. “There are
hellebores, and trilliums that I
grow from seed each spring.1
think this is the time the garden
ismost special; everything is
fresh and the colour from
therhododendronsis
atits best. Spring is
such aspecial time
for gardeners - once
you see the first
snowdrops popping
upit's soexciting.
Then at the end
of May, when the
rhododendrons are
in flower, everything
comes throughinablaze
of colour.” Hydrangeas and
roses provide a splash of colour as
the season progresses, alongside
dazzling pelargoniums in pots.

“We aren't hung up with colours
in the borders,” says Angela. “If it's
anice plant, and I can find a space
forit, I'll plant it, no matter what
colouritis. Isimply tell peopleit's
acottage garden, so they don't
expectit to be perfect. Besides, I
remember visiting Christopher
Lloyd's garden, Great Dixter in
East Sussex, and thought to
myself if he can get away with
muddling up the colours, socan I!"

10 Garden News / March 2 2024
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‘Katsura’

Lobed leaves start bright
orangeinspring, fading to
yellow with a pink margin.
Best in light shadeina
sheltered spot. H&S: 4m.

The path to the front
door is edged with
box spheres clipped
by Derek to make two
caterpillar hedges

Inspired by garden visits, the
couple open their own for charity
in July, with neighbouring Whin
Cottage, as part of Scotland's
Gardens Scheme. "Visitors are
always asking when we'll extend
the garden into our fields next
door. But I'd rather leave that
project for the next owner, so
they can put their own stamp
on the garden. It'sall too easy
to create a big garden and feel
overwhelmed by it. I'd rather
keep this to asize [ can manage.”

‘Osakazuki’
The large, bright green
leaves of this acer turn
brilliant red in autumn.
It prefers a sheltered
shady spot. H&S: 4m.

Pond maintenance.
1 Besides feedingand
caring for the fishin
the polytunnel pond, the
outdoor pond needs an annual
tidy-up around its edges.
Pruning the hedges.
2 Derek’smain jobis to
keep all the hedges
clipped to height —the Lleylandii
to a maximum of 2.4m.
This ensures there'sa neat
backdrop for the planting, but
also good shelter and privacy.
Other hedge-trimming jobs

Derek laid the circle of salvaged
bricks himself, with gravelinfill
and a central plinth to create
acircular alpine garden. On

the top is a fragrant thyme

...and her jobs to do now

‘Garnet’

Feathery deepred foliage
from spring into summer,
turning brighter red in
autumn. Needs shade and a
sheltered spot. H: 2m, S: 3m.

MJ0LSHILLAHS ‘SOLOHd

include shaping the topiary
and cloud-pruned yew
and larch and maintaining
the caterpillar hedge that
leadsto the front door.
Tending the alpine house.
Angela’s collection of
South African bulbs,
such as massonias and nerines,
are planted in September to
flower the following summer.
Trilliums are sown from seed
eachyear —these are protected
ina cold frame over winter
and take four years to flower.
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chk-start your home growmg SAVE OVER 60%

CARRO T )
x84 Py e Zou RGE"‘ S“‘J\D ) LEAVES
Fi Thompson & Morgat e

@t

Gardenes

nn“f‘“ fuf?h D500 Mo, 5 ; Thempsoll

wWw.thompson-morgan.com/TM_TS4901

When ordering online please use order code TM_TS4901 to access our special offers.

Please send to:
Thompson & Morgan,
Dept TM_TS4901, Poplar Lane,
Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3BU.

Thompson
& Morgan

® Experts in the garden since 1855

Potato Patlo K|t

(1kg Potato ‘Arran; 5 x 8 Litre
Growing Bags, 5 Veg Seed Packets)

ONLY £9.99 |

Hurry offer ends March 12th

@ The most perfect salad or new potato
@ Reusable, easy and convenient growing bags
holding 8 litres of compost

@ Plus a wide range of popular vegetable
seeds at a fantastic price

@ Perfect for filling your vegetable plot
and allotment

This Potato Patio Kit is great for first time growers
looking to start home growing without taking up too
much space, and also perfect for the established grower
plugging holes in their growing season and topping up
their stores.

This kit contains Tkg of Potato ‘Arran Pilot; 5 potato growing bags
perfect for the patio, and 5 packets of Nurseryman's Choice vegetable
seeds, giving home growers a chance to try something new or
unusual this year!

Potato ‘Arran Pilot'is a first early traditional favourite producing
white fleshed tubers of firm waxy texture and a pleasing flavour.
This variety is at its most wonderful straight out of the ground and
into the pot for use as a salad or new potato. Potato ‘Arran Pilot'also
shows good resistance to scab. Height and spread: 60cm (24").

We recommend to use 1 tuber per 8 litre bag for best results.
Despatching from February onwards

SPECIAL BONUS OFFER
Potato ‘Charlotte’

Avery popular second early salad variety
producing pear shaped, yellow skinned,
waxy tubers and creamy yellow flesh of
first class flavour, eaten either hot or cold.
Potato ‘Charlotte”holds an RHS AGM and
is frequently found in the supermarket.
Height and spread: 60cm (24").

Tkg £7.99

Tél: 0844 573 7414

Phone Lines open 9am - 6pm 7 days a week.
Calls cost 7p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.

YOUR SATISFACTION GUARANTEED or your money back
We want you to be 100% satisfied with any product you buy from us.
If you’re not 100% happy then neither are we, so let us know and
we'll replace your product or give you your money back."

?&
lenclose a cheque/postal order made

ORDER CODE Code Item Description Price | Qty | Total
payable to Thompson & Morgan’ for £ TM_TS4901 KF4494 | Potato Patio Kit(1kg potatoes, 5 growing bags, 5 veg seed packets) £27:97 | £9.99
Name 72441 | Potato ‘Charlotte’ kg £7.99
Address KB6922 | Potato ‘Charlotte’ 2kg £15.98 £9.99
KF0696 |Potato ‘Charlotte’ 5kg £39:95 £19.99
Postcode p&p| £6.99
Telephone Please debit my: [ Visa (I Mastercard [ Maestro Grand Total
Sl I O O B B B B R R
By providing us with your email address, you'll be able to: ; ;
+ Access your orderiinformation onlined % Receive deIivery date updates v l:l:l:l Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip.
v Receive despatch notifications « View order tracking 24/7 Cardholder's name Bxpiry Date /.
ffer +For full T&C's, please Iv41-VS6, KW15-KW17, PA34, PA41-48, PAGO-PATS, PABO, PHAO-PH44,
TR21-TR24, ZE1-ZE3. acir der with us, you become a T&M customer, , giving you first sight of our new varieti Pl ifyou do not want [:Lm i ke {
il offers & dis jt‘ i Tick here f; want! [ tfyou do ot food & wine, gardening, th travel,

they need to. We will ot

toany other 3rd parties. Th privacy very . d
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These expert tips
will help your plants
flourish this year

Words: Graham Rice

here’'s hardly a gardenerin
the country who doesn't love
sweet peas. They've been
grown for over 200 years, so
youd think we'd all know how to grow
them by now. But there are still questions
about the best varieties and how to grow
them. Here are handy answers to the
top 10 questions about sweet peas.

SWEET PEA7|
UESTIONS
NSWERED!

Sweet peas are prized
| for their beautlful 3

. | The right variet
Which will it a oom §

with fragrance

have the
strongest
scents

The first rule is: there
areno rules! Some old-
fashioned varieties are
well-scented, some have
no scent. Some modern
varieties have no scent,
some newcomers are the
best scented of all. There
are scented varieties
across the colour range,
although dwarf varieties
-Thave tosay - tend tobe
poorly scented. On top

of that, scent is strongest
ondry and sunny days
and we all tend to lose our
sense of smell as we get
older. The best advice? Be
guided by the scentrating
mentioned on areputable
supplier's website or

in their catalogue.
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Which are best
for cut flowers?

The ones with the longest stems, with the
most flowers on the stem and the ones

that last the longest. These are usually

the Spencer varieties, especially those
recommended for exhibition. Butit'salsoa
matter of how you treat them after cutting.
M Cut sweet peas first thing in the morning,
before the summer sun extracts moisture
that has built

upin the leaves '
overnight. m?eas /
M Choose stems early in the day |
with some N\
flowers open,

but with at least
two unopened
budsat the top.

W Put the stemsin
cool water as you
pick them. When
you arrange

them, add flower
food to the water
to extend their
vase lifeby two

or three days.




What

are the
best ones
to grow in
containers?

Some dwarf varieties,
including Pink Cupid’, make
spreading plants nomore
than 30cm high and are
ideal in windowboxes. At
1m tall, the Solway Seriesis
very impressive, but needs
support. Grandiflora
and Spencer sweet
peascanalsobe
grown in containers
but need plenty of
root space; a half
barrelisideal. They'll
appreciate regular

watering and feeding. ‘Pink Cupid’
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When should
| sow seeds —
autumn or spring?

The recent trial of sweet peas at RHS Garden
Wisley revealed the answer. The same
varieties were sown both in autumn and in
spring and both produced prolific plants.
Those sown in autumn flowered earlier and
created larger plants with more flowers, but
the spring-sown plants came into their own
as the autumn-sown plants were fading. So

bt
Spread out your |
sowing season the answer is this: for the longest-flowering

season, Sow in autumn and again in spring.

Soaking seed
before sowing is
a personal choice

Do | need to soak or chip the seeds?

No.Ialways used to chip my sweet peas before sowing them, to improve germination.
Most sweet pea seed was produced in California and the hot summer climate produced
seed with a hard case that didn't always allow moisture into the seed. Chipping the seeds,
or soaking them, helped the seeds to absorb moisture. Now, as much more seed is produced
in Britain and in other cooler climates, soaking or chipping is not usually necessary.

Pinching out plants
encouragesnew ==, |
shoots lowerdown = . |

When should
| pinch out my
sweel peas?

It'snot so much amatter of the height at
which the plants are pinched, but their
stage of development. For seedlings grown
from autumn-sown seed, pinching is not
usually necessary as the plants will develop
sideshoots naturally. Plants developing from
seed sown in winter or spring should be
pinched when the seedlings have developed
four leaves. Nip out the tip along with the
first leaf. This will encourage new shoots to
develop low down on your developing plants.
Continues over the page
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Watering sweet peas
in dry spells makes
a big difference

How
should

A | feed and
2

water my
plants?

In good or well-prepared soil, sweet
peas won't usually need feeding,
although on poor sail the plants
will appreciate a weekly dose of
liquid tomato feed. Watering in

dry spells will make an impressive
difference to plants grown in the
open ground but use a drip system
rather a sprinkler, which will waste
water. Sweet peas in containers
should be fed and watered in the
same way as your other summer-
flowering plantsin containers.

How can
| control pests
and diseases?

Mostly, sweet peas are free from destructive
pests and diseases but problems do
sometimes arise. They include:

Aphids: Be vigilant, as aphids spread
destructive viruses. Remove them

as soon as you see them.

Mice: Protect seeds and your seedlings
from these by using traps.

Slugs: Emerging seedlings are particularly
vulnerable, so protect them using

your preferred treatment.

Pollen beetles: These small black

insects gather in the flowers. Stand cut
blooms in a dark corner near an open
window and they will move to the light.
Powdery mildew: A dusty white

coating on the leavesis asign of this
fungal disease. Water deeply at the roots
when you water, to help prevent it.
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Look for varieties
classed as ‘good
d for exhibi
‘AR W B "

How can

| grow
sweel peas
with longer
stems?

The first flowers to open are
usually carried on the longest
stems, and then the stem length

of the new flowers shortens as the
weeks go by. So choose varieties
markedin the catalogue as good for
exhibition, because they are likely
tobe known for a good stem length.
Also, make two or three sowings
through spring, and one in autumn;
the first flowers from each sowing
will have the longest stems. Finally,
as the plants develop, if you nip off
all the sideshoots - as exhibitors

5 do-you'll definitely getlonger
IA stems, carrying more flowers.

Where can
| buy seeds?

Some garden centres stock a good range
of sweet pea seeds, but amail order
company will likely have more options.
Smaller mail order specialists such

as Eagle Sweet Peas (eaglesweetpeas.
couk) and Matthewman's Sweet Peas
(sweetpeasonline.co.uk) focuson a
widerange of exhibition varieties. For
other specialists with a comprehensive
range, try English Sweet Peas
(englishsweetpeas.co.uk) and Roger
Parsons Sweet Peas (rpsweetpeas.com).

-+ Oline stockistls
.| offer a good selection
of varieties » g
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UTTONS CONSUMER
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A plit logs safely with
~  speed and efficiency! =

Foot-operated Log Splitter £29.22

ONLY£79,99

Hurry offer ends March 12th

& Easy to use: uncomplicated operation with
non-slip feet and height adjuster

@ Strong: powerful foot-powered machine
splits wood easily and efficiently

# Low maintenance: just lubricate moving parts
with anti-rust machine oil

No more wielding a sharp, heavy axe, this foot-operated log splitter is quick, quiet,
safe and easy to use. It's a great — and cost-effective - alternative to hydraulic log
splitters and just requires a few foot pumps to split a log. Saving time and effort,
this log splitter will revolutionise a potentially dangerous and often arduous job.

Keep the garden in shape with this You can use the foot-operated log splitter to split both seasoned and green

easy to use, versatile 20V cordless grass wood logs to a maximum log size of 45.7cm in length and 25.4cm diameer.
trimmer. The 26cm cutting width can With its one-footed operation and streamlined, maintenance-free construction,
deal with weeds, brambles and grass the log splitter will help you keep your woodpile well stocked for many years.
that's got a mind of its own with ease. Just adjust the foot pedal to at least 33cm and push down with your foot with
WAS £99.99 ONLY£69.99 firm pressure. You may need to pump three or four times fo split certain logs.

Despatching from March onwards.

www.suttons.co.uk/SUSOP539 Tel: 0844 736 4208 K Trustpilot OVER45000

If ordering by phone please quote Offer Code SUSOP539 Lines Open 9am-6pm, 7 days a week.
If ordering online please enter SUSOP539 in your basket Calls charged at 7p per minute plus your 5 STAR REVIEWS
to activate discount. phone company’s access charge.
Please send to: Suttons, B z . .
Dept SUSOP539, Poplar Lane, Product Code | Item Description Price | Qty | Total Staying in touch with Suttons
. : Please read each statement carefully
Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 38U G1019 | Foot operated Log Splitter £99:99 £79.99 . ke fokeep you bout ourlafest d
offers by post & email. If you would prefer not to receive post, please tick
lenclose a cheque this box [}, Or by email, please tick this box 1.
made payable fo ‘Suttons’ for £ D9531 | 20v Cordless Grass Trimmer £99.99 £69.99 * Walso ool you'd sjoy som of thelates productsandofers by post
- fi our trust . If you
notto receive these, please |i=kﬁis hoxD., g
Name pgp | £699 » Please refer fo our privacy policy for more details:
www.suttons.co.uk/privacy-and-cookies
. . Grand  For Suttons T d Conditit isit our website:
Address Please debit my: [Visa[JMastercard [1 Maestro Total www.suttons.co.uk/terms-and-conditions
VIEW the Online Catalogue
‘ ‘ www.suttons.co.uk/catalog quest
Suttons’ new spring varieties deliver just what's equired fo confinue fo inspire the
Postcode nation's gardeners, with new additions throughout for 20241
I:I:I:‘ Offer subject to avalability. We reserve the right o substtute varities if ecessary
i i i i ivalent of mulfiples ofth ck
Telephone Ccsv Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip. sy g e www‘sum":mu; iy s :‘; i

unable o ship ive plants o the following postcode areas: HS, IVAT-IVS6, KWIS-KW17,
E | ) . PA34, PA41-48, PA60-PA78, PABO, PH40-PH44, TR21-TR24, ZE1-ZE3. We are unable
mail Cardholder’s name Expiry Date 7] to despatch seeds or plants fo EU d Northern Ireland.




6 bulbs to plant

It's time to get going for a
dazzling display of blooms &4
in summer and beyond o

Words LewisN

ith the exception

of dahlias,

many summer-

flowering bulbs
don't get the love and attention
they perhaps deserve. It might
be because they need tobe
bought and planted while we're
still admiring the wonders of
the new year's snowdrops and
winter aconites. Or maybe it's
because some summer bulbs
don't always perform well when
planted out and people are
put off by failure. However, it's
worth investing alittle time and
money in some reliable bulbs
and there are many excellent
options toadd colour and interest
to your summer garden.

LIATRIS SPICATA
Not atrue ‘bulb’, but can be
forms are available as well as

bought as corms. Given the right
spot, liatris will flower from July
(sometimes in June in really hot
weather) through to September.
It's surprisingly versatile in terms

TRITELEIALAXA
‘QUEEN FABIOLA’
‘QueenFabiola’ and
‘Rudy’ are two of the
best-flowering varieties.
With their wiry stems,

the vibrant blue, star-
shaped flowers float and
bounce with any wind
movement. They're very
effective when planted
inpotsbecause they can
be moved closer to your
eye line, whereas they
can become lost when
looked downonina
border. Try growing them
inwindowboxesasan
interesting addition to the
planting palette. Good sun
is important for success,
otherwise they are
undemanding. H: 30cm.

PHOTOS: SHUTTERSTOCK, ALAMY
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of soil type but can prefer more
moisture rather than less. You
can tellif they need more water
because the foliage curlsup. It's
also tolerant of shade but bestin a

sunny spot. Intime, flower spikes
stretch up to 1.5m, with masses
of wire-thin petalled flowers
forming a bottle-brush shape.
Pink, violet and white-flowered

shorter-growing varieties. The fine
foliage tooisa textural delight, too.
It's popular with bees and other
beneficial insects. H:up to 1.5m.




GALTONIA VIRIDIFLORA
Both G. candicans and G. viridiflora
make excellent garden plants and

look amazing grown with the Mexican
feathergrass Stipa tenuissima. This
robust bulb will produce tall spikes,
holding pendant star-shaped pale,
lime-green flowers from July to
September. The foliage is interesting
too, with big straps of grey-green
leaves reminiscent of giant snowdrop
Galanthus elwesii, only much larger.
Decent drainageis important to ensure
bulbs survive winter and can be grown

NERINE BOWDENII

Nerine is really more of abulb for autumn

with its vibrant pink floral fireworks making

an appearance from September onwards.
It may take a couple of seasons for these

congested roots and need tobe plantedin a
spot that bakes in the sun. They'll put on an
impressive show in borders but do well in
pots too - and once you've mastered growing
them, there are lots of different varieties and

plants to perform reliably in your garden, but
it's worth the wait. They like having fairly

other, less robust species to try in shades of
pink, white and even red. H: 45-60cm.

in pots successfully. H: 50-90cm.

TULBAGHIA VIOLACEA

If you don't like the smell of garlic, you may not like these,
thoughit’'s normally noticeable only on hot days when
the plant is baked. This rhizomatous (not a true bulb, but a
rhizome) perennial plant has handsomesilvery-grey leaves
and small, pinky-purple flowers in summer - like a cross
between an allium and agapanthus. Grow in a sunny spot
with well-drained soil. Good soil fertility will help them
to form dense clumps, but roots sitting in water will rot.
There are several forms available; the variegated variety
called ‘Silver Lace’ is always popular. H: 60cm in flower.

ORNITHOGALUM THYRSOIDES

Spikes of white, bell-shaped flowers are produced between May and July
and occasionally for longer. Opinion on hardiness varies. It can happily
grow outdoors in pots or beds without trouble year-on-year, but some
gardenerslift bulbs and overwinter themin a cool greenhouse. To hedge
your bets, try growing them in a sunny spot in a pot you can move under
cover in winter. They look great with small grasses and dark-leaved
plants such as heuchera ‘Obsidian’. Give them plenty of sun and avoid
planting too deep (5cm is plenty) to ensure success. H: up to 60cm.

STOCKISTS farmergracy.co.uk; broadleighbulbs.co.uk; thompson-morgan.com; avonbulbs.co.uk
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HOW TO
RESCUE YOUR
WATERLOGGED

|n|t|ate a revival action plan and
restore your grass to gorgeousness!

SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST

If grass has been submerged under water for aweek or so, it'll usually bounce back - as

long as the sward is healthy. Prolonged waterlogging, however, can drown roots and

encourage a spongy blanket of moss, with algae visible as water subsides. Fine-leaved @
grasses that create amanicured sward are less resilient and can perish, allowing

tough, coarse grass species to dominate. Resulting patches of sparse grass risk being

colonised by broad-leaved weeds. Fortunately, all these issues can be remedied.

PHOTOS: SHUTTERSTOCK, ALAMY

i' T T
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Words Marc Rosenberg

e'vehad
one of the
wettest
winters
inrecent memory, so the
nation’slawns are in ashabby
state, following months of
torrential downpours. While
grass is resilient, increasingly
wet winters, resulting
from climate change, are
taking their toll on even
the toughest turf. Here, we
reveal how torestore grotty
grass toalush, green sward.




ASSESS
YOUR
FLOOD RISK

Therisk of damage to lawns from
waterlogging will depend on the type
of soil that lies beneath the turf. Heavy
clay soils, renowned for their nutrient-
retaining ability, are most likely to
suffer from flooding during winter
because they're slow to drain. Lawns
on light, sandy soils are less likely to
become boggy, but grass can appear

a sickly, pale shade of green by spring,
putting on sluggish growth due to
nutrients having been washed from the
soil. Even lawns that sit on the holy grail
of soils - well-drained, but moisture
retentive - are likely to be nutrient-
depleted after months of heavy rain.

:ﬁjﬁ? _ T
If your plot is susceptible t
flooding, a buried drainage

INSTALLA @
SOAKAWAY

Where lawns sit on heavy soil,
thelowest lying area willbe
prone to accumulating run-

off and becoming submerged
under water. If you need to
alleviate the problem, but don't
fancy embarking ona civil
engineering project,installing
abasic soakaway can boost
drainage. Remove the turf and
dig asubstantial hole at least Im
deep. Fill the lowest 70cm of the
hole with large stones and broken
bricks, topped by around 15cm of
smaller stones mixed with gravel.
Firm down well. The uppermost
section should be filled with
around 15cm of topsoiland

S trodden down, so it sits level with
» ot thelawn. Fresh grass seed can g Sk
% e i i then be sown (or lower thelevel of Soil type will affect the §

Bl BRLe

topsoil slightly if the original turf severity of any flooding
isto be settled back in position). : :

Use a hollow tine
aerator every
s few years to =
footcsmsee 8 | FT [N AIR TO HELP DRAIN THE SOIL

. ) &
Aeration - spiking alawn - is the best way to relieve forth alittle to open the holes up, before withdrawing
soil compaction and help water todrainaway. Itallows it For areas that are prone to heavy flooding, a hollow
oxygen to penetrate, which is essential for healthy tine aerator will pluck plugs of soil from the ground,
root development. Lawn aeration is usually carried significantly boosting drainage, but it should only be
out in autumn, every couple of years, but where used every few years. Brushing alawn top dressing
relentless rain has left lawns saturated, springtime into the holes, using abroom, will help to maintain
action can be necessary. Wait until floodwater has drainage. Aerating can be a labour-intensive job, so
subsided, then sink a garden fork 10-15cm deep into don't feel obliged to tackle the entire lawn. Prioritise

the ground at 15cm intervals. Wiggle the fork backand  areas that are prone to compaction and waterlogging.
Continues over the page
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BANISH THE INVASIVE
MENACE OF MOSS

Take damp conditions, mix in shade, add compacted ground and acidic
soil, and you have all the ingredients for lawn moss to thrive. This
unsightly invader relishes the opportunity to set up shopin run-down,
nutrient-depleted lawns, where grass is patchy. Even lawns on free-
draining soil are not immune because moss will thrive on infertile soil. If
youmowed your lawn too close last summer, that will have given moss
ahelping hand, too. Traditionally, gardeners have used sulphate of iron
to eradicate moss - it'll turn it black within a fortnight so it can be teased
from turf using a spring-tine rake. Remember that powered scarifiers

are too brutal for use in spring, and heavy scarification should be carried
out in autumn, solawns have time to recover before temperatures rise
in the following spring, and growth begins in earnest. Modern, natural
lawn treatments, such as Westland's Moss Master, will kill and digest
moss without turning it black, saving the time and hassle of raking it out.

i3 Y

ake over grassy -
areas if left to its own devices! &

Sl TSNP AVED e S

RESTORE LAWN ORDER

Whether you're afan of formality, with long, straight borders, or prefer
sweeping contours that flow naturally, boundaries between lawns and
flowerbeds can appear dishevelled. A half-moon edging iron makes
light work of redefining edges and banishing grass that's creeping ' Your Lawn will Likely
intoborders, but more radical action is needed where lawn edges i need a boost after winter
have collapsed. A simple trick s to cut out a square of turf in the area s 3 y
with abroken edge. Use a spade to cut around the edges, then slide it

under the turf, so it sits on abed of soil around 6¢cm deep. Carefully T I M E TO R E P L E N I S H

lift the square of turf and rotate it by 180 degrees, so the freshly cut,

straight edge aligns with the border. The gap, now nestled in the LO S T N U T R I E N TS

lawn, should be filled with topsoil and sprinkled with grass seed.

A spring lawn feed is essential to replace nutrients that leached
from the soil over winter. To choose the formula that's right for
you, it's vital to understand the differences between synthetic
and organic treatments. Traditional feeds, such as Miracle-Gro
EverGreen Complete 4inl are high in nitrogen, kick-starting lawns
into producing fresh green growth. They also contain a selective
herbicide tokill weeds and iron sulphate to destroy moss. Organic
lawn feeds, such as RHS-endorsed Recovery from Viano, focus
on improving soil structure, so it retains nutrients and moisture,
while boosting biological activity to stimulate lawn growth.
Recovery claims to be tailored for use after periods when lawns
have been subjected to stress, such as flooding and drought.

RedefineLaWn eges by diggfng
4 out and turning sections of turf

TLC FOR YOUR
LAWNMOWER

Easter falls early this year (Good Friday is March 29),
and the bank holiday signals the start of the mowing
season - as long as grassis growing, conditions are
mild, and the ground s dry. Now's the time to get your
mower serviced, so the clean, sharp blades make a
healthy cut. Raise the height of the blades for the first
few trims to reduce stress on the lawn early in the
season, then gradually lower the height of the cut.

Check over and clean your mower
Lso it's action-ready come spring i
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Enticing a widke variety of wild birds into your
garden enriches your garden life, your life and

encourages biodiversity.

And by complimenting the birds’ natural diet with °
nutrient enriched food will help them thrive and

survive and wanting to return time and time again.

v Top quality Bird Food at affordable prices. 20%
v Wide selection of seeds, mealworms OFF FREE

and feeding stations. YOUR DELIVERY
v Expert advice and guidance available to all. {8]3{p}=:8 ON ORDERS
v/ Join the Loyalty Scheme for increased YSSJS&’?ESZE OVER £25*

savings. GNO021

LJ Seed

Feeders
from only

£3.99!

See the full
range
of feeders
and bird feed
www.gardenbird.co.uk

The best way to feed your garden
birds from our fabulous range

< N of bird food is with a top-quality
N - _— garden bird feeder. We have a

High Energy Autumn Croston Wheatsheaf Zero Premium Suet Balls huge selection of all types of bird

and Winter Mix Grow Gourmet Wild Bird Mix ~ 50:£13.99 | 150: £26.99 fteeder? fanddbirddtable's {or et\l_/ery
2kg: £8.49 | 1255kg: £28.99  12.55kg: £32.95 | 20kg: £43.95  More sizes and products online! S e e

ORDER TODAY AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF SAVINGS
CALL ON 0800 6444 322 (24hrs a day, 7 days a week)

A
Visit us at www.gardenbird.co.uk and quote code GN021 to receive :
your 20% discount or complete and return the coupon below. G arde n B 1 rd

All Year Round Seed Mix
2kg: £4.49 | 12.55kg: £12.99

UK’s No 1 Quality Bird Food Supplier

Please complete and send to: Garden Bird, Unit 1, Millennium City Park, Millennium Road, Preston, Lancashire, PR2 5BL.

5 = = PAYMENT DETAILS ADDRESS DETAILS
Product &S tick Sub Total
e ur. Prics & Sies (pleson teX) a4 bl | have enclosed a cheque/Postal Order payable to Title/Me/Mrs/Ms/Mi
Classic Peanuts Q5kg £14.99/ Q12.55kg £28.99 Garden Bird (name & address on back) totalling £ RASIBSIES
Sunflower Hearts Q5kg £12.49/ Q12.55kg £21.99 Or please charge my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro card: Name Surname
AllYear Round Seed Mix Q2kg £4.49/ 212.55kg £12.99 feard Number Address
High energy Autumn/Winter Mix | O 2kg £8.49/ 012.55kg £28.99 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Croston Wheatsheaf Zero Mix | Q12.55kg £32.95/ 0 20kg £43.95 Start Date Expiry Date Issue No.
Premium Suet Balls 050 £1399/ 0150 £26.99 HEEEREEEE | Posteode
Email
Please delete P&P if total order comes to £25 or more £3.99 20% off offer ends 30/04/2024. The offer code can only be used once. Some e
exclusions apply, please visit www.gardenbird.co.uk/terms-and-conditions for full Tel
TOTALE details. *Delivery charges apply for orders under £25 & post codes classed as ‘out
of areas’. See www.gardenbird.co.uk/delivery. Prices shown are subject to change. orrer cobe GNO21




t's easy to think of our
gardens as being composed
of flatbeds thatuseall the
floor space, but none of the

Get vertical
THINKING!

Consider beyond the walls for ideas
on how to enjoy towers of flowers { st peas

But, surely, we all dream of a
walled garden with the chance
to grow exotic climbers or
train a wisteria or fruit tree?

CRN
Glory), then

bamboo
canes - or if you're lucky enough,
hazel sticks - can be made

three-dimensional space that is
there for the taking. Using vertical
space increases the room we
have to play with exponentially.
The only trouble is, our ideas
are often limited by what wall
space we have, as that tends to
be the only place we think of
for plants going up in the air.
Here, at Glebe Cottage, our
wall space is very limited: there's
the house and my shed, and
that'sabout it. We don't even
have the benefit of boundary
fences or wallsbecause we don't
have to separate our garden
from immediate neighbours.

We'relucky having a good-
sized garden, and even though
itmaybe short of walls,there
are inventive ways to bypass or
overcome that issue. Whatever
thesize of our gardens, we can
all dream up ways of making the
most of the third dimension!

It sounds pretty obvious, but
climbers need to climb, so some
sort of structure needs tobe
provided. Ifit's annual climbers
you're thinking of - sweet peas
and nasturtiums perhaps - or
some of the more exotic annuals,
such as Thunbergia alata (black-
eyed Susan) or ipomoea (Morning

into an obelisk or wigwam.

Neil made me some truly
wonderful supports for the
Cupani sweet peas we used for
our Hampton Court show garden
last year. He simply stuck four
tallhazel poles into the compost
in tree pots and used twine to go
from one to the other all the way
up. It took a while, but it was worth
it. We ended up with towers of
flowers. They came home with us
and aressitting in our polytunnel,
ready to be used again. I carefully
untied the old stems and removed
them. These really were a
work of art - thank you Neil!

WHAT'S LOOKING GOOD NOW :

A perfect posy for mothers

As we approach Mothering Sunday, this time
of year always makes me think of primroses.
Onawalk afew weeks ago, | saw
my first primrose, and it filled me with
hope and reassurance. Since then, the
numbers have multiplied, and their pale
flowers look out at the base of every
hedge and scattered along the bank.
The primrose is one of our most widespread
wild flowers, and though its habitat has
been under threat in recent years, with
disappearing hedges, copses and woodland, it
has had a comeback by adapting to man-made

We can help guard against its demise by growing

_________________________________________________
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environments, such as motorway embankments.

itinourown
gardens.
Anywhere
akinto its '
natural setting i
will suit, but it i
will fit in almost i
anywhere, providing it ]
has moisture, a bit of shade and humus-rich soil. E
Although there are thousands of varieties, i
to my mind, none of them hold a torch to E
our wild primrose. | remember how thrilled i
I was when, on Mothering Sunday, our 1
girls presented me with a Little bunch of E
primroses, gathered from the garden. i

Last year, we used simple
obelisks - four tall canes tied
at the top, adorned with sweet
peas - to lend some height in the
brick garden. Later, there are tall
grasses throughout this area, but
they don't come into their own
until the autumn so it's great to
use these temporary towers for
extraimpact through summer.

In other parts of the garden,
there are more permanent
structures supporting clematis
androses. There'sa short wooden
pergola, and onerose, ‘Sander’s
White' has been there for ages.

Climbing roses are ever popular
and fall mainly into two groups:
true climbers and ramblers.
Climbing roses tend to have large
flowers over several months and
areideal to grow against awall,
upa pillar or arch, and perfect for
pergolas. If you have trees, you
can probably accommodate a
rambler, though some canreach
18m across, so be prepared!

Growing climbers through
existing plants is a great solution,
and they don't have tobe
trees. If you're lucky enough
tohave a hedge - especially
ifit'smixed and interesting
- try adding ahoneysuckle, a
clematis, or a climbing rose.

You don't even have to pay for
supports. Many free-standing
shrubs in beds and borders
make excellent hosts, tooand
can provide extra colour when
their hostis out of flower.
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‘Whatever the size of our - |

MONDAY Lookingout fromthe

‘ gardens' we can a'll drea‘m ;I - .‘u ; kitchen door, you get aview of
s up ways of making the most ! »' et ik gl
24 of the third dimen

o R A A bloomasthousands of hazel
Slon _l| _ \ catkins shake themselves free
— / { , Vi f / { and dangle in the breeze, creating
amistyeffectasthepollen
becomesairborne onsunny days.

TUESDAY

Whenwe

camehere45

yearsago, in

the next-door

gardenat

thistime

of year, we

would seeblue, starry flowers
appearing. When we identified them
as Chionodoxa luciliae, | bought
somebulbsand planted themon
the shady side of the garden.

WEDNESDAY Havingtried
growing aubergines from seed that
germinated fine, but didn’t fruit
well, we ordered some grafted
plants. They produced masses

of delicious fruit. We're hoping

to dothe same again this year.

THURSDAY Our Wisteria
macrobotrysis growing under
guttersand wrappingitself round a
chimney. Weneed to winter prune
it, taking the shoots back to two or
three buds. This will ensure long
racemes of scented flowers.

FRIDAY Sowing scabious seed

‘Ace of Spades’ and a white variety
collected fromaself-sown plant last
year. These are hardy annuals, but
willsometimes do an extra year.

SATURDAY Dividinga couple

of hostas that have got too big

for their position. Althoughit'sa
Herculean task, the best way of
doing this is to lift the whole clump
with as much root as possible, then
chop it into even-sized chunks,
replanting the mother plantand
moving new pieces to a fresh site.

SUNDAY We'retaking down the
nest boxes, repairing them where
necessary and cleaning them out.
We want to add a couple of swallow
terracotta cups onthe outside of
Neil's shed because they can no
longeraccess theinsideas they used
to. Mighteventry usinganold bra!

Cornot Kleir

March 2 2024 / Garden News 23



BUY ONE GET ONE FREE ON PATIO FRUIT TREES

If you’ve always wanted to grow your own delicious
homegrown fruits, these trees are the perfect place to start...

Pear ‘Garden Pearl’ Patio Tree Patio ‘Golddust’ Plum Tree
Item: 300101 | 50cm Tall Bare Root Tree Item: 300099 | 70-80cm Tall Bare Root Tree

- ’ -
. Enjoy heavy fruit crops' i
and ornamental blossom” ‘

Grow delicious fruit in your garden — regardless of the amount of space you have This delightful compact tree is the perfect way to grow fresh, juicy yellow plums
to fill. This compact and self-fertile ‘Garden Pearl’ pear tree should be at the top of in a small space or on the patio, Plum ‘Golddust’ is the amazing yellow-fruited,
the list for your next patio container tree. Everything about the ‘Garden Pearl’ tree self-fertile plum tree you have been looking for. Not just productive in terms of
is miniature — except for the yearly yield of fruit! Slow growing in nature, able to crops, ‘Golddust’ is also very ornamental, gracing your garden with a spectacular
look top notch on the patio without taking over too much space. cloud of blossom in spring.

Patio Apple ‘Sun Red’ Patio Tree Nectarine ‘Garden Beauty’ Patio Tree
Item: 300094 | 40-50cm Tall Bare Root Tree ltem: 300095 | 80cm Tall Bare Root Tree

ONLY £19. 99 BUY ONE GET ONE FREE! SAVE £19.99! | ONI.Y £24 99 BUY ONE GET ONE FREE! SAVE £24 99!

«Grow your olv'n juicy apples ¢

= even insmall spaces”
Produced specifically to meet the needs of those gardeners with less space to Enjoy a bounty of juicy nectarines with this compact tree that offers springtime
play with, this variety offers excellent yields of gorgeous deep red-skinned, juicy fragrant flowers, followed by yellow fleshed fruits in summer. Concerned about
early apples, perfect to pick straight from the tree. The beauty of these well- garden space? Do not fret, as this variety has been grown as a genetically dwarf
branched trees is you get a mini-tree, not just a straight up column, so you get tree, so even after many years the height will not exceed 3ft — ideal for your patio
plenty of fruit from the same space. in a large pot.

VIEW OUR FULL RANGE OF FRUIT TREES AT YOUGARDEN.COM



DISCOVER Peach ‘Crimson Bonfire’ PEACH TREE

Ultra-Compact, With Fragrant Spring Blossom & Beautiful Burgundy Foliage!

JUST

Pick Delicious Fruit From Your Patio...
¢24%?

Perfect for the UK climate, this late- ~
season cropper makes the most of that
extra sunshine to give you sweeter, riper

and juicier fruits... delicious!

hat an all-round fabulous tree! Gloriously
ornamental with rich burgundy foliage
and sweetly-scented, rose-coloured blossom,
its attractive, symmetrical shape means it
even looks good in winter with bare branches!
Delightfully compact, Crimson Bonfire’s late
flowering habit also means the bumper crop
of fruit it produces can make the most of
our summer sunshine. The result is the most
juicy, ripe and satisfyingly
home-grown peaches you will ever taste.
Delicious, sweet and juicy fruit... ready
to pick in late August
Wonderfully striking and ornamental
Fabulous sweetly-scented blossom
Self-fertile, so can be grown on its own
Very compact (max 1m/3ft tall in 5 yrs)
Perfect for patio pots and containers
Supplied as a 50-60cm Tall Bare-Root Tree

Peach ‘Crimson Bonfire’
Supplied as a 50-60cm Tall Bare-root Tree

£24.99 BUY 1GET 1 FREE - SAVE £24. 99

Plant your trees with ease with this kit —

two rubber ties. Item code: 150051

EXTRA BONUS OFFER These compact

Tree Planting Kit For 2 Trees old bare-root trees
containing two tantalised tree stakes and al’e;‘muui-gl’aﬂ:ed: by
expert nurserymen for

PLUS BUY ONE
GET ONE FREE!

SAVE £24.99

2- year-

Stunning & sweetly-
scented blossom

ONLY £6.99 while stocks last! B better shape and form

TO ORDER NOW! Item Description Price | Qty |[Subtotal
. e Patio Peach ‘Crimson Bonfire’ Tree Bare root
@ Visit YouGarden.com/GN1215 | 300012 |/ o ok . SAvE £24.90 £24.99
® Phone 0844 502 0050 300094 |Patio Apple Sun Red Bare root £1999
BUY 1GET 1FREE - SAVE £19.99 ’
USE CODE GN1215
Calls cost 5p per min plus your network’s access charge. Nectarine ‘Garden Beauty’ Patio Tree Bare root
. el BUY 1GET 1FREE - SAVE £24.99 2199
. By POSt USIng Coupon 300101 Pear ‘Garden Pearl’ Patio Tree Bare root £19.99
PLEASE SEND TO BUY 1GET 1FREE - SAVE £19.99 ’
Offer GN1215, YouGarden, PO Box 1468, 300099 Patio ‘Golddust’ Plum Bare root 1999
Peterborough, PE19XL BUY 1GET 1 FREE - SAVE £19.99 ;
Offer subject to availability and in the event that this offer is " , P
over-subscribed, we reserve the right to send suitable 300006 Bramley’ Apple tree Bare root £19.99
substitutes. Images show mature plants. See website for full BUY 1GET 1FREE - SAVE £19.99
product details and T&Cs. © YouGarden Limited 2024. _ Apricot ‘Early Moorpark’ Bare root* o
BUY 1GET 1FREE - SAVE £19.99 :
My DOUBLE GUARANTEE to you!
1lfyou're not totally happy with your order, return it 150051 |Tree Planting Kit For 2 Trees £6.99
within 30 days and we’ll replace or refund in full.

2 Should any hardy plants fail to thrive thereafter,
we’ll replace free of charge. You just paythe P&P.

Peter McDermott
Head Gardener p@w B

To Get These Exclusive Prices!

You Must Use Offer Code GN1215

£6.99

;ﬂ RS-
jon X 2N

ANOTHER GREAT GARDENING OFFER FROM YOU GARDEN

YOUR PAYMENT DETAILS

lenclose a cheque/Postal Order payable to YouGarden (name & address on back)
forg Or charge my Visa / Mastercard:
Nl LITTTTTITTIITTITITT]
Start ‘ I ‘ Expiry ‘ | ‘ Issue‘ ‘ ‘
Date Date No.
DELIVERY DETAILS

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss Initial Surname

Address

Postcode

Email

Tel

Orders despatched within 5-7 working days. Delivery to UK only and a
£6.00 surcharge will apply to the following postcode areas: AB, DD8-
11, GY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27-28, KW, PA20-80, PH19-50, TR21-25 & ZE.
Following Brexit there are a number of changes that prevent us from
trading in N. Ireland. For further details please visit www.yougarden.
com. If you wish to receive catalogues & offers from us, please tick
here . We think you’d enjoy some of the latest products and selected
offers by post from other trusted retailers, charities, finance, travel,

FMCG and utility companies. If you (
yf( ", l aY
i garden

wish to receive these, please tick g
;,,ud( ni1g for everyone

here [1 Full details at YouGarden.
com/Privacy.



Green shoots are
pushlng

Finella
Davenport

v ;

. Asuburban

| gardenin
Chesbhire,

w1th ﬂower and shrub-filled

borders, raised beds, a

rockery, and fruit grownin

containers and the ground.

covering of snow
looked pretty, but
didn'tlastlong.
During the very
chilly spell, I gave the ranunculus
Istarted off in the cold frame
some additional protection
with bubble wrap. At least some
have sprouted. I've not grown
ranunculus before, and I'm eager
to see the blooms. When the
frosts are over, I'll plant them
into patio pots or raised beds.
More green shoots are pushing
through the soil, while dainty
but tough Iris reticulata have
recently popped up, ashasa
clump of yellow crocuses. Elegant
hellebores continue to bloom.
Although the skeleton treeslook
stark, there's beauty here, too,
especially when the
skyisclear,and the
sun illuminates the

Bare trees Lookstning :
agalnst ablue sky ;
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\w Budsonthe *
blueberry .

Raspberry canes
have had a trim

landscape. Ilove how blueberries
catch the light - the buds and
leaves are a gorgeous ruby red.
More recently, though, we've
hadrain and wind, and a fence
panel came loose during a storm,
so that will need slotting back.

I'm continuing to clear away
plants that are past their best.
These are composted or chopped
up and added directly to beds.
I prefer to work regularly in the

garden, even ifit's
not for long: just

| gettingafewjobs
o | ticked off thelistis

his snowy scene

‘f A e T RN [

through'

* didn't last long @

ranunculus

an accomplishment. I've cut

down canes of ‘Autumn Treasure'

raspberries: theyre a spine-
free variety that don't require
supports. I've made astart on
pruning the rose shrubs, which
I'mreducing by about a third to
halfin height, then removing
branches that are crossing over,
to give an open structure.

Our compost needed a turn,
to mix up the contents. We
have a two-bin system, so we
can move material between
them and use up one lot while
the other pile is still breaking
down. Plain cardboard boxes
from Christmas gifts have
beenripped upandaddedin-a
great way to reuse them!

time growing

F all these potted

.l
Planting rosesin =
8 the front garden

-_ I can’t wait for

bulbs to flower

The tidy-up
isin full
swing now

Tony
McCabe

| Asmallgardenin
Merseyside that
ispacked witha

varlety of different features.

etand windy weather

at last gave way to

my favourite: snow.
It only lasted a day, but Iloved it.
The garden tidy-up has moved
on apace, with most of the winter
debrisbagged and away to the
recycling centre, and the two
green bins full to the brim.

There have been some

wonderful sunsets this year,




- . Hellebore blooms are a

b

delight for all to admire

T 7V ven though my growing
season hasn't yet started,

of time spentin the garden. A
highlight was taking partin the
RSPB's Big Garden Birdwatch.
Sadly, in my particular allotted
hour of observing garden
visitors, the birds were not as
forthcoming as they usually

are. Typical! Just two robins

and one blue tit to report.

There hasbeen plenty of
growth from spring bulbs planted
in pots - mainly daffodils, tulips
and alliums - but the biggest joy
was the appearance of the first
snowdrop of the season. I
planted a few bulbs in autumn
2021 and more 'in the green'in
spring 2022, and now T have

afew nice clumps, which
are slowly naturalising in
my front garden border.
Elsewhere, the hellebores
continue tobe a delight,
and I get comments from
passers-by on the busy main
road I live on that it'slovely
tosee plantsin flower in
the colder months. They

1| there hasbeen no shortage

——

A 6x6mnorth-
| facing, new-

build garden
on the East London/Essex
border; primarily a container
garden, with lots of climbers
for fence and shed coverage.

arein pots by my front door, sol
gettoenjoy them every day, too.
I've continued to add to my
collection of roses by planting yet
another bareroot.Talways add

2 BTN Y
¥ Everyone is enjoying iy p
seeing the hellebores Py
| put on a show j EL
V. v sV

bareroot plants whereI can, as
they're amuch more affordable
option than potted ones, as well
as being more environmentally
friendly, with less plastic and
compost than their potted
counterparts.I've planted the
new rose in the front garden,

and I can't wait for it to flower.

I've also begun pruning back
my established shrubroses and
lightly pruning the climbing
ones. My five-year-old daughter
enjoyed helping: Ialways take
the children up on their offers of
helping in the garden when I get
the chance, asI think they benefit

so much from being immersed
innature -asweall do.

H You can see more of
Mel's garden on Instagram
at @melslittlegarden.

ood garde

and Imanaged to snap one just
as our solar lights came on.
The promise of spring is
everywhere: snowdrops, daffs
and hyacinthsare all pushing

' You can't beatﬁa /e
n clear-up!

through, and there’s
alittle burst of colour
from thered berries
of Iris foetidissima and
blue flowers of vinca,
while sarcococca
and Lonicera
purpusiiadd
delightful perfume.
In the
greenhouse, last summer's
pots are emptied, with the
inevitable discovery of vine
weevil grubs lurking in the
compost. The dwarf peach

ison the staging, so dreaded
peach leaf curl can be avoided,

| butmybee impersonation

will berequired to
ensure pollination!

At this time of year, T keep
the majority of seeds snug
in their packets, but onions
(‘Ailsa Craig') were sown
near the shortest day and
are ready tobe pricked out.
Afew cell trays will be sown
with annual flowers, as they're
tough enough to withstand a
little cold under fleece in our

5 Io love
« the snow!

greenhouse. I'll wait until
March for the majority of
my sowings; experience has
shown that later sowings
usually catch up. The next
bigjobis pruning the mature
ivy on the back fence before
thebirds start pairing up.

=
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Tomato
‘Sweet Aperitif’

3 Postiplug Plants £3-99 £7.99

av APe
HERMAJESTY THE QUEEN
SceoonEn

Est, 1806

PRODUCTS LIMITED, DEVON:

6 Postiplug Plants £12.28
500 Super Sweet Tomatoes N g OO

from just one plant'

Hurry offer ends March 12th

@ Produces masses of
bright red cherry-sized fruits
# Tomatoes weigh 10-15 grams

# Amazingly super sweet
cherry tomatoes

With its multi branching fruit trusses, this red
skinned cherry tomato produces excellent yields
of delicious, bite sized fruits. Each fruit weighs
approximately 12g and when grown in the
greenhouse over a long period, up fo 500 thin-
skinned, shiny red cherry fruits are produced per
plant - that's about 6kg (13 Ibs)! Tomato ‘Sweet
Aperitif’ has a high sugar confent and just the right
amount of acidity which combine beautifully for a
sweet, but refreshing flavour. This cordon variety
can be grown in the greenhouse, orina
sheltered, sunny spot outdoors.

Height: 200cm (79”). Spread: 50cm (20”).
Pre-order for April Despatch

Growing
Support

If you're fed up with
messing around with
canes and twine to keep
your fomato plants upright
then this durable, plastic
framework is perfect for
you! Designed

with tomato plants in mind,
this support simply pushes
info the soil or compost
around the young tomato
plant to allow it to grow up
and through the centre.

19:99 ONLY£14.99

-* jna'ed‘ﬂop grow

melﬂvd

¢
o, MORE FRUIT & VEZ @ \

S 400% Tomato ‘Sungold’

An outstanding cordon cherry fomato
for glasshouse or outdoor culture

Incredicrop® Grow Bag

incredicompost® is available as a grow bag

to make growing your own vegetables even
easier! Each grow bag combines a blend of
incredicompost® and incredicrop® fertiliser to
give your vegetable plants the very best start.
1x 35 litre Bag £13.99

Tel: 0844 736 4208

Lines Open 9am-6pm, 7 days a week.
Calls charged at 7p per minute plus your

high sugar content, which easily rivals
‘Gardeners Delight, making its
aftractive, golden- orange fruit
irresistibly sweet and juicy.

6 Postiplugs 19:.98 £14.99

ORDER TODAY?!
OFFER ENDS MARCH 12TH

www.suttons.co.uk/SUSOP536

If ordering by phone please quote Offer Code SUSOP536
If ordering online please enter SUSOP536 in your basket

¢ Trustpilot  OVER45,000

5STAR REVIEWS

to activate discount.

Please send fo: Suttons,
Dept SUSOP536, Poplar Lane,
Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 3BU

lenclose a cheque
made payable to ‘Suttons’ for £

ORDER CODE

SUSOP536

Name

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Email

phone company’s access charge.

m
Tomato ‘Sungold’ 3 Postiplugs
Tomato ‘Sungold’ 6 Postiplugs
Incredicrop Grow Bag 35 Litre
Incredicrop Grow Bag 35 Litre x 2
Tomato Growing Support
_ Tomato Growing Support x 3
m-m-

Grand Total

Please debit my:[]Visa [ Mastercard []Maestro

Csv l:l:l:| Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip.

Cardholder’s name Expiry Date /;

Staying in touch with Suttons

Please read each statement carefully

© Suttons would like to keep you informed about our latest products and
offers by post & email. If you would prefer not to receive post, please tick
this box [ Or by email, please fick this box .

= We also feel you'd enjoy some of the latest products and offers by post
from some of our trusted retail partners. uyou would prefer
not to receive these, please tick this box

* Please refer to our privacy pnli:yfw more dclmls
www.suttons.co.uk/privacy-and-c

= For Suttons Terms and Conditi visit our website:
www.suttons.co.uk/terms-and-conditions

VIEW the Online Catalogue
wwwi.suttons.co.uk/catalogue-request
Suttons’ new spring variefies deliver just what's required fo continue to inspire the
nation’s gardeners, with new additions throughout for 2024!

Offer subject fo availability. We reserve the right fo substitute varieties if necessary
*Please note that savings are based on the equivalent of muliples of the cheapest pack
size. © 2024 Suttons. f For full T& C's, please visit www.sutions.co.uk. Regretfully we are
unable to ship live plants to the following postcode areas: HS, IV41-IV56, KW15-KW17,
PA34, PA41-48, PAGO-PAT8, PABO, PH40-PHA44, TR21-TR24, ZE1-ZE3. We are unable
fo despatch seeds or plants fo EU countries and Northern Ireland.




THIS
WEEK

Weet &
the

feam

Every week our
team of experts
guide you through
what can be done
in the garden now.

Ian Hodgson
Kew-trained garden
designer lan enjoysall
aspects of gardening and
grows unusual plants.

Geoff Stebbings

Geoff trained at Kew and
isa general horticulturist,
i authorand former
i head gardener.

Karen Murphy
Anall-round gardener,
Karen grows fruit, veg

and ornamentals,

and Loves wildlife.

Rob Smith
Television and social
media star Robis also
aseed guardian for the
Heritage Seed Library.

Karen Gimson

Garden designer and home

cook Karen talks on BBC

Radio Leicester about fruit,
¢ vegand flowers.

Nick Bailey

Nick is an award-winning
garden designer,

author, columnist and

Debi Holland
RHS-trained horticulturist
and professional gardener
Debi has a passion for

i plants, wildlife and nature.

television presenter.

SONIB83LS 34039 :S0L0Hd

AN ALPINE
TROUGH

It makes an altractive
feature to brighten up
the patio all year round

lpines are ideal 2.
plants for small
gardens. They ;
can be grown
atthe edge
of borders, raised beds and
pots, and although many
bloom in spring, they can add
interest all year, and most
are easy to grow. Many of
the most popular alpines are
starting to bloom, and garden
centres will be stocking
up, so now's the perfect
time to create a display.
One of the joys of an
alpine garden or sink is
you can incorporate rocks
and gravel to ‘landscape’
the pot or trough. Use
contrasting plant forms and
shapes, coloured foliage
and arange of flowering
times, and include some
flowering bulbs for extra
seasonal bursts of colour.
Most alpines prefer a sunny
site, and compost must be
well-drained. Make sure
any container has plenty
of drainage holes and put
gravel or broken pots in
the base to aid drainage.

choose succulents, such as
sedums, lewisia, delosperma
and sempervivum, which
will tolerate drought. You
can cover the surface of the
pot with grit, gravel, stones
or shells, according to your
taste, after planting.

The compost should contain
loam if possible, and mix in
gravelor grit to further aid
drainage. Most alpines don't
need a nutrient-rich compost,
and you can liquid feed
through summer, when extra
watering will be needed, or

If placing

Filla container Water young Once planted,
1 with a compost 2 largerocks 3 plants before 4 water the

thatdrains tosimulatea planting, alpineswellin
well. A mix of loam- natural landscape, thenarrange onthe order to settleinthe
based compost and placethesebeforethe compost. Whenhappy plants, then coverthe
gritisideal. Use plants,soitlooksas with the look, plantso  surface withamulch
Perliteif you need thoughtheplantsare  therootballisatorjust of gravelorstones
alighter compost. growing naturally. above compostlevel.  tosuityour taste.
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Whattodo

ornus (dogwood)

and salix (willow)

dazzle through

dreary winter

months, but as
old stems thicken they become
dull and lose their sheen.
Every two or three years, cut
all the stems to the ground at
the end of winter. Coppicing
stimulates vigorous, bright,
upright stems as the shrub puts
its energy into new growth.

For a less drastic prune, only
cut out the oldest stems and
leave younger material so there
is a rotation of foliage-bearing
stems for the forthcoming year.

For maximum impact plant en
masse, but it can be expensive
to populate gardens with new
plants, so pot on suckers and
take cuttings from some of your

STEP BY STEP

Hard prune cornusand
salix to restrict size and
remove dull old stems. This

is known as coppicing and makes
way for bright new growth.
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THIS WEEK

In your fl ower gar en 5

WILLOWS >

Prune them now for more
vibrant stems and use the

‘G

3’\‘!11 '

prunings. These hardy stems are
remarkably easy to propagate.
Providing all-year-round
interest, these deciduous
shrubs host nectar and pollen-
rich flowers and fruits which
are a hit with wildlife, from
caterpillars to pollinators to

Cuthealthy, pencil-thick
2 stems approximately

25cmin length. Use
sharp secateurs toremove

sideshoots and Leaves.

birds. They can grow in any
soil type but favour moisture.
Cornus alba ‘Sibirica’ boasts

fiery red stems and C. sericea
‘Flaviramea’ Luminous green.
C. sanguinea ‘Midwinter Fire’
has warm yellow, orange and
red embers from base to tips,

Allow three to four
buds per cutting. Make
aflatcutunder anode

at the bottom and a slanted
cut above a bud at the top.

while Salix albavar. vitellina

‘Britzensis’ and ‘Yelverton' have

stunning orange-scarlet stems.
Start cuttings directly

into a well-drained patch

of soil outside or in pots

and keep in a sheltered

corner or a cold frame.

Stems take months to grow
sodedicate a spot that
canremain undisturbed.

Push cuttingsinto the ground
ora potand water themin.

HLYOMd3H 13N ‘GNVTIOH 1830 'SONIS83LS 34039 :SOLOHd



Tldy iy
streptocarpus

After a long winter with not much activity, it's time to whip
streptocarpus into shape to prepare them for a fabulous
flowering season. Firstly, snip off any dead or dying flower
stalks and leaves from the plant to tidy it up. Keep plants
in good Llight with ventilation and a bit of shade. Start
watering plants more frequently and feeding them every
couple of weeks with a special streptocarpus food, or
another high potash plant food, such as tomato food.

Install a water butt

Water butts provide an easy
way to catch run off from sheds,
houses and greenhouse roofs.
They seamlessly tap into down
pipes and take up little room
but if you haven't got space for
one you can leave out recycled
empty containers —inadry
spell every drop can count!
Saving rainwater has many
advantages; it can reduce the
strain on the environment and
local resources, save money

on pricey water charges and
avoid you running dry in a drought. Rainwater has a lower pH than
tap water, is slightly acidic, has no added chemicals and is free!

Winter takes its toll on

our lawns and you may

be left with one that’s

ashadow of its former

self. Either through

compaction or a bit of

wear and tear, some

parts of it may have

become patchy and bare,

so it's time to rectify this.

Choose any good quality

strong grass seed, or

invest in a product such as Patch Magic from MiracleGro,
which is a seed and feed treatment. Soon enough, the patches
will be filled in and you'll have your dream lawn back again.

Feed sprlng bulbs

Flowering bulbs are one of the joys of spring and as daffodils
bring colour to our gardens, it's only fair to reward them

for their beauty. They’re in full growth now and returning
nutrients to their bulbs, so it’s the perfect time to feed them.
In pots you can water them with a general liquid fertiliser.
This will also benefit any bedding plants in the pots and

keep violas and pansies growing strongly. In borders, just
sprinkle on general granular fertiliser. Bulbs growing in grass
can't easily be divided to rejuvenate them once planted, so
feeding is especially important. It will also feed the grass.

Hebes are
evergreen and
appreciate a trim
in spring. It's been
a long winter and
some may have
suffered frost
damage. Pictured
is Hebe parviflora
angustifolia, a
fluffball of a
plant that has
lovely white flowers and is so reliable in most garden

spots. It's robust and will cope with most conditions but will
likely need a tidy now. Old blooms can be cut off and the whole
bush cut to shape. Only a light trim is needed, but if you have a
Little heavier frost damage, or the bush is getting out of hand,
you can cut some areas quite far back and it will recover well.
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BUY 2 ll rare | unusual | exciting
(5 OF EACH)
FOR

Tango

Colourful Cosmos

Essential for the cutting gorden : Sweet Sixteen

)

HIS SCINTILLATING SELECTION OF COLOURFUL COSMOS WILL BRING THE SPIRIT OF A FIESTA TO YOUR GARDEN.

A veritable feast of pollen and nectar, your ‘Colourful Cosmos Collection’is a superb choice if you are hoping to tempt
bees and butterflies to bumble by. These 5 varieties will flood your garden beds and containers with a carnival of colour.
Audacious and bold in shades of ruby and magenta, or alluringly shy in delicate pastels, your large, cup-like blooms will
stretch toward the sun above lush, ferny foliage. Including a delightful double-bloomer and an award-winning variety,
you will have a wildflower meadow worth of blooms between July and October. Half hardy annuals will prefer moist, well-
drained soil and a sunny location on your patio or in your garden. To make the most of your colourful cosmos, dead head
your plants regularly to encourage flowering. Height 60cm to 1.2m and spread 40cm to 60cm.

Your order is covered by our No Quibble Guarantee and will be delivered to your door as young plants in April. Our latest
catalogue will arrive with your order, if you wish to receive sooner or are not ordering today, please call 01386 562999 for
your complimentary copy or order online.

¥[E Please Send Item Code Price Qty Total
'y
IT'S EASY TO ORDER KelVeojj, 7N % 5 (one of each) YPFCC05-GN0824 | £15
ONLINE: ORDER LINE: POST : B 15 (three of each) YPFCCI15-GN0824 £20
hayloftco.uk 0333 358 2006 Fill in the coupon £ 25 (five of each) YPFCC25-GN0824 | £25
: P&P (UK POSTAGE INCLUDING SCOTTISH ISLANDS, CHANNEL ISLANDS AND NORTHERN ISLAND) £4.95
First name: Surname:
‘ Total
Address Please debit my Viso/Masterccrd
Delete as applicable: Mr / Mrs | Miss / Ms
Name on card:
Postcode Tel
— cardno| | | [
SEND TO: HAYLOFT PLANTS FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, WRI10 3HB Expiry ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ cv2 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
THANK YOU, WE WILL CONFIRM YOUR ORDER lenclose cheque/POfor ____________ made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd

AHNO

Your details are kept securely and not shared with third parties. You will receive a catalogue, welcome email

and special offers, if you prefer not to receive them please call 01386 562999. For T&Cs - see hayloft.co.uk Please write yoeurnarmne and address on the reverse of the Cheque



} Nick Bailey,
The inspirational

f W GARDENER

A Award-winning designer, TV broadcaster and best-
w \selllng author who makes the ordinary extraordinary

NEEDS

A HEART &
OF GLASS! &

A greenhouse offers year-round growmg :
potential as well as protection for precious plants '

tthe heart of

every garden

I've cared for is

a glasshouse of

some description
—beitagrand Victorian
wrought-iron mega-structure
or humble, small aluminium
workhorse. Irrespective of scale,
they all do the same thing,
which is provide a protected
environment to allow you to
grow year-round, protect plants
and cultivate tender species.
But they are also a garden’s
HQ; somewhere to stash
horticultural kit and provide a
warm spot on a winter’s day.

I'm just settling into a

new garden, which doesn't
(currently) have a glasshouse
atits heart, and I'm making

We often focus on springand
summer in the glasshouse,
germinating seeds and growing
tomatoes and cucumbers. But
autumn and winter also present
a host of growing opportunities.
Herbs lifted and potted
fromthe garden can be kept
in production through autumn
and into winter. Numerous
edibles can be grown, including
lamb’s lettuce, microgreens and
cut-and-come-again Lettuce.

HOTOS; ALAMY, HARTLEY BOTANIC

_________________________________________________________________________

GARDEN!

decisions on what will work best
for me. So, if you're considering
a glasshouse (go on, you know
you want to!), here’s my guide.

Size, type and cost
Its size will be determined by
space and budget, but I'd always
advise getting the biggest one
you can accommodate. A 1.2x
1.8m is enough for most small
gardens, whereas a 3x1.8m
suits medium gardens. But, of
course, this depends on how
much you want to grow. I'm
going for a 3.5x2.5m, which
is arguably quite big for my
garden, but | want to use a
chunk of it for sitting in, too.

In terms of type and cost, the
fanciest glasshouses money
can buy usually have a dwarf

Tender plants can be protected
and brought into flower earlier,
and beautiful, fleeting potted
bulbs, suchas Iris reticulata, can
begrownanddisplayed. You
canalso cultivate citrus, which
often continues to flower and
crop through winter along with
exotic-looking carnivorous
species (which help control
pests) and sweet peas, which
can be started in autumn for
earlier summer flowering.

brick wall and cedar
or steel frame. A
3x1.8m glasshousein
this style could easily
set you back more
than £8,000. More economical
are full-glass cedar houses,
coming in at £3,000-£5,000.

However, the best value
comes in the form of aluminium
glasshouses —a 3x1.8mis
typically closer to £500.

If budget is tight, check out
your local free listings online,
such as Freecycle or Facebook
Marketplace. There are always
free glasshouses listed. I've
acquired two in the past this
way. The deal is usually to
take it down from the current
owner’s garden and rebuild it in
yours (around two days’ work).

A glasshouse will ‘
{ protect tender plants
1 in the colder months

T A RN,
A greenhouse such as this 7%
one from Hartley Botanic,
an be an asset to any garden

g Eve‘n in the smallest of
= spaces, it's still possibl
to squeezein a greenhouse

Another option, which
is often overlooked, is the
mini glasshouse, typically
1.8mx60cm, which you site on
a south-facing wall. They work
brilliantly and, with several
shelves installed, come close to
a1.2x1.8m glasshouse in terms
of growing space. Whatever
you pick, be sure to get safety
glass, not horticultural
glass —it's infinitely safer.

Location and base
It goes without saying, a
glasshouse should be in the
sunniest spot possible, but,
technically, just six hours
of sunlight counts as full
sun, so your options may
be wider than you think.

Aim to have the pitch facing

| south, to maximise light entry.

In terms of the base, perhaps
the most economical is to
mount the house on sunken
cedar sleepers, but a full
concrete base can work, too.
Internally, you have the option
to leave the soil exposed for
growing, with a path through the
middle, or pave the lot and grow
in containers. However you do
it, it will undoubtedly become
the heart of your garden.
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Whattodo

THIS WEEK

On your fruit & veg plot

SOW
SOME |
BRASSICAS ¥

Start off crops that
will be harvested in
summer and autumn

ith the main
seed-sowing
season
almost
upon us,
it's good to get going with
crops that benefit from an
early start and will germinate
at lower temperatures.
Brassicas that provide crops
from autumn to spring are
usually sown in late spring
or early summer, but the
ones you can sow now for
harvesting in summer into
autumn include calabrese,
summer cauliflowers, kale
and summer cabbages.
Cauliflowers are
notoriously tricky to grow
well but summer varieties
are the easiest. Summer
cabbages are varied and quick
and calabrese is compact
and fast to crop compared
to sprouting broccoli, which
takes about nine months
from sowing to harvest.
All these seeds germinate
quickly too, taking around
10 days if kept at about 18C
in a propagator. They can
be transplanted into small
pots or cells to grow on and,
because the seedlings will
tolerate light frosts, they can
be planted out into the garden
in April. Seeds should be
sown little and often to avoid
a glut of too many cabbages
at onetime. They can be
sown throughout spring up
until May for Llater crops. ALl
preferasoil that is alkaline
and firm. Clay soil is ideal.
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Grow alpine
strawberries

Alpine strawberries give a plentiful harvest
and, as ever-bearers, fruit until the first frosts.
They need a period of cold before starting into
growth so keep them in the freezer for around
three weeks before sowing. Sow in trays filled
with moist seed compost, then sprinkle the seeds
evenly onto the surface; don't cover them as
they need light to germinate. Placing the tray

4 on capillary matting will help to keep it evenly
Seedlings should be grown moist. Leave the tray ina warm place likea
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in bright, cool conditions and greenhouse, ideally at a temperature of 15-24C. H
planted out when they have a-rves

four or five leaves, when
they’re young and vigorous. t h e I.a.St ka.l.e
Even at the tail end of winter there are
still tasty crops to be found and kale is
one of the hardiest, providing something
to harvest on even the coldest days.
Iron-rich kale leaves are easy to harvest
and only need a brief steam to be dinner
plate-ready, providing a super-fresh
helping of one of your five-a-day. Enjoy
the last of these nutritious leaves before
the plant goes to seed or becomes
woody. If plants are looking tired, make
your final harvest then pull them up
to create space on the veg patch that
you can start preparing for sowing.

Avoid leaving seedlings in
trays too long or they may
suffer from nutrient deficiency.
Purple-tinged Lleaves are a
sign of Llack of nitrogen.

Most brassicas are prone to
the fungal disease clubroot.
It's most common on acid soils
and if present it's best to grow
clubroot-resistant varieties.

&

Plant horseradish &

Mealy aphid is a common

pest. It’s first spotted when If you want to grow horseradish it's easy to raise 30cm container. Fill the pot with multi-purpose
young leaves are distorted, from pieces of the root, also called thongs. You compost and make a hole deep enough for the
with enlarged white veins. can get them from specialist growers now or length of thethong, plus an extra 5cm layer of
Pick off affected leaves. simply cut a 5cm piece of root from an existing soil on top. Cover the hole with compost and
plant. You could fit in around three thongs ina placeina sunny or partially shaded position.
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ROB SMITH

KITCHEN

GARDENER

Helping you get your best-ever fruit and veg

There's pruning to do as
well as starting off brassicas

ith spring harvest them!
knocking Asboth trees
atthe thrive in the wetter
door, part of the garden
there are afew last- because they likeit
minute jobs which need moist, 'm checking
completing before the KITCHEN the supports to make
temperature starts to GARDENER sure thetreeisn't
warm up, and buds begin Rob Smith suffering from wind
tobreak. I'm pruning the TV gardener rock again, as this
last quince and medlar and social will hinder growth
trees toimprove their thg': :223 and fruit production,
overall shape and help guardian for due toroots snapping
prevent damage from the Heritage and being unable to
heavy fruit snapping Seed Library provide nutrients.
thinbranches. Ifyouhavean

apple or pear tree, it's your last
chance to prune that as well.

It's also time to get ahead with
some summer brassicas, especially
pointed cabbages and cauliflowers
(which Tuse for piccalilli). There
are varieties which can be sown
now, either on awindowsill or
inanunheated greenhouse or
cold frame, happily producing
stocky little plants, which canbe
transplanted in a couple of months.

I'mreducing the length of last
year's growth back to two or three
nodes and making sure they're
on outward-facing branches.
This will prevent the branches
from growing inwards and
creating a 'thicket’, where they
could rub together and introduce
disease. It will also prevent the
medlar branches, which have
several thorny protrusions,
from scratching me while I

Asparagus will reward patience

the last frost. However, | won't
harvest from these plants for
atleast another year, togive
the crowns a chance to bulk
up and produce strongroots,
meaning better plants in the long
run. Afterall, these delicious
plantsare perennial and will
beinthe garden foraround
20years, sol want them to
bethe best they can be.

E One of my favourite spring veg

! togrowisasparagus. Last year, |

E started a purple-speared variety off
i fromseed:theideawas to putthem
E inthe flower borders to add height

E and texture whilealsoallowing

i metoharvest more spears without

i using up valuableraised bed space.
i I'm now potting the tiny crowns

E up into large modules, with the

E aim of planting them out after
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f I'm sowing &%
|| summer brassicas

Last jobs before
spring arnves.

. to protect trees sy
Ly R \

‘Greyhound'and ‘April arereliable
cabbages that will produce sweet,
crisp heads in early summer,
while ‘Snowball' and ‘All The Year
Round' are great cauliflowers for
harvesting from June. I prefer to

To—

AN

This asparagus crown
could last 20 years!

start seeds in modules, which
can be transplanted instead of
direct sowing - Ifindit prevents
slug and weather damage,and
gives the plants the best start to
life - with two seeds per module,
thinned to the healthiest seedling.
While peassuch as Early

e | Onward arebestsown from
! | March, 'Vivado and Douce

| Provence' can be started now for

| toiletroll tubes for sowing peas -
| standing them in aseed trayand
filling them with compostisthe

- bestwaytostart. It'salso good

towater them very sparingly,as
you'llend up with soggy, collapsing
tubesif you give them too much.

If you prefer a simpler way
to sow your peas, try scattering
theseedsin aseed pan or low



" Homegrown

with Kaven Gimson

) g 1
‘ Cabbage Greyhound'

crops in early summer

TIYHYYA NIHIILS/MIO0LSHILLNHS ‘NIMYT NIHUVa SOLOHd

Pumpkin and
tomato soup

umpkins and squash
usually store through

until spring, but, this

this year; Tl
concentrate
on the larger ‘Crown

NEXT WEEK Sorting out my tomatoes

year, they've started to go soft
early - weather conditions
during growing and curing
are probably to blame. 'm not
going to grow the mini squash

Prince’ variety, as this kept
better than therest. This tasty
recipe also utilises my home-
grown frozen tomatoes. Just
right for cold-weather dinners!

NEXT WEEK Crunchy orange triangle cakes

Ingredients 2 tbsp fresh e Liquidise briefly
Serves 6 herbs, chopped: with a hand-held
*1tbsp olive oil parsley, thyme, blender, or mash
e1onion rosemary, or 1tsp with a fork.
o1 leek dried mixed herbs * This soup can be
*1red pepper e Few tbsp grated completely smooth
1 large carrot Cheddar cheese or half and half (we
— ©400g peeled- plus bread to serve. : Llikeit chunky!).
ggrr?l?ep:tz‘rltzréerfcl)e weight pumpkin e Add the reserved
: G ‘Crown Prince’ Method beans and heat
— or butternut © Cook the onion through before
— with ahigh nitrogen fertiliser squash, cubed and leek in the serving.
plant pot. Then, when they're will help prompt the leaf growth *300g frozen olive oilon a low  Sprinkle with
large enough to handle, you and ultimately increase the size tomatoes or1can heat for 5 minutes. cheeseand serve
can shake the compost offand of thebulbs over the next couple of tomatoes ¢ Add the chopped with bread.
plant them as bareroot plants. of months. Chicken manure ©200ml water pepper, carrot * Note: You must
This allows you to startlots or farmyard manure will work *1x400g can of and pumpkin, and use cooked beans
of peas off in asmall area and well, aslong as you don't pile it cooked mixed cook foranother for this recipe.
always works well for me. up against the plants or damage beans in water few minutes. If cooking with
My autumn-planted garlic their roots when working it into (chickpeas, borlotti, ; Addthetomatoes, : drybeans, check
and shallots are doing well, the soil. Alternatively, you can red kidney and water and half soaking and
butwith all the rain we've had use a specialist onion/garlic/ cannellini beans the beans. cookinginstructions
over winter, [want to add some shallot granular feed, which —we use organic e Cook for 20 carefully.
nutrients back tothesoiland give  you'll be able to get online or Suma beans, which ; minutesoruntilthe ; M Read more at
the plants aboost. Top dressing atany good garden centre. have no additives) vegetables aresoft. | bramblegarden.
eSaltand black * Add salt, pepper com. Instagram
pepper and herbs. @karengimson1.
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GARDENING WITH THE

Roll out
the barrels!

Spend time now on the
prep work for your parsnips

hat extremes of weather
we're experiencing these
days! November through
to December was so wet,
we were unable to harvest around a tonne
of potatoes from our land. This was followed
by arelatively dry January, but it froze hard
at night, which meant my heating billsin
the greenhouse shot up. This was quickly
followed by gale-force winds and more rain!
So, at this time of year, it pays to have amax/
min thermometer in the greenhouse, as this
will tell you the following morning how low
the temperature dropped during the night,
and if your heater was able to maintain the
temperature you set your thermostat at. If
you're growing leeks and onions, they'll be fine,
even if the temperature drops to below 10C.
I'was recently nearly caught out by mice.
The cold weather entices the little beggars
to the warmth of my glasshouse, and if
it wasn't for a few traps I'd laid out with
peanut butter bait, many of my seedling
onions would have been ruined. How they
getinis beyond me - I've searched around
thebase for any holes, but can't see any.
My leeks and onions are doing well, but my
concentration right now is on parsnips for the

| let the sand settle,
% so there's no air »
% pocketsin the barrels

The barrels
Llevelled off and
ready for boring

38 Garden News / March 2 2024

‘Viking' is my parsnip
of choice, with st
lovely white roots
‘ 7

: Medwyn Williams

Medwyn is a 13-times Gold Medal
winner at the Chelsea Flower
Show, president of the National
7/l Vegetable Society, regular GN
M8 contributor and expert, and
passionate grower of a vast range of vegetables.

&\

e

Welsh championship. I've been very happy

with the results over the past few years, and the

newer breeding lines are certainly producing

roots that are more uniform and much whiter.

My parsnip barrels are sitting ona
shallow, raised bed of concrete blocks, with
athird of abarrel sitting on top. In line with
the edge of every barrel,  have a concrete
block going across the bed to take the
weight off the edges of the drums. This will
make sure they stay upright and erect.

Emptying the barrels out every year used
tobe good exercise for me, but nowadays
it can be torture, asit’s seriously hard work!
I've persuaded a friend to help withit,and
we were able to start emptying them at
theend of last year, but only after I pulled
thelast one for my Christmas dinner!

The barrels were emptied one by one, so
thebottom of the raised bed could alsobe
thoroughly turned over. The extra sand left
over was shovelled on top of the barrel to
form amound toallow for any settlement
within. The sand has now sunk and the top
of thebarrels levelled off, and over the past
few weeks, they've been regularly soaked
to make sure the sand is moist throughout.
If the sand was too dry, when coring the
holes, it would simply fall out of the pipe,
which totally defeats the objective.

Then, a week ago, the holes were cored out
using a stainless pipe with a 75cm bore and
1.67min length. Believe me, this pipe is very
heavy, so my friend again kindly helps. The

is crucial at this time
of the year, when the !

|

mixture [use in the bore holesis1x 751 bag
F2S,10L fine grade Vermiculite, 10L finely
sieved soil, 200g Nutrimate, 300g ground
calcified seaweed, and the parsnip variety will
be 'Viking, asit did so well for me last year.

M Followme on X (Twitter)

throughout the seasonasIgrowa

range of different vegetables for
exhibition - @medwynsofangles.
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NEXT WEEK Time to plant hardy exotics



&&0“‘5 Best Selling
s - GQeranium FL Ja

Est. 1806 mumaretius

Perfect for pots, beds.and borders

Geranium
'F1 JACKPOT!
15 Garden Ready Plants

ONLY

9.99

Hurry offer ends 12th March

# Stunning blooms wiill last
all summer

# Guaranteed to brighten up
beds, borders and containers

# Weather tolerant

These weather tolerant, F1 hybrid pelargoniums have

more than enough vigour to ensure a spectacular,

free flowering display throughout summer. Geranium

‘Jackpot Mixed' produce masses of colourful single

blooms on neat compact plants. Perfect for filling

Garden Ready 'beds, borders and patio containers.
. Height: 40cm (16”). Spread: 35cm (14”).

Plant Size 10-15cm Garden ready plants supplied 10-15cm high

- We despatch these 4 S from May onwards.
> ~ YOU MAY
super-size i R ALSOLOVEOUR

SPECIAL
pIGn‘fS at BONUS

the perfect time [z i DEAL
for planting out, ’ ‘
usually before

the blooms form,

ONLY

ML # MAXICROP
so all the plants ) / Plant Treatment

engrgy 1995 | : o F&%‘Zf:‘!ﬁlfiﬁ"ﬁ&%ﬂ% Begonia ‘Apricot Shades Improved’
produa nga sirong root fogive your plant: I's not that we weren't satisfied with the success of our best-seller,
g . o Strong, healthy root syster Begonia ‘Apricot Shades, but we decided to try hand-blending an

sys‘rem - for even better - G- Mors ::::'ghv fn:gmwi ‘improved' version. You can expect a broader range of colours and
g g,::f :;ufriem:\:u?l‘;‘lﬁlsil 50% more colour-edged picotees from Begonia ‘Apricot Shades

dI3p|Gy51 ORDER TODAY! U o Reduced stres during frons Improved’ - which means you'll enjoy even more non-stop stunning

© Better establishment an colour and impact in your garden.
RS M inpEzied oot gaet 15 Garden Ready Plants ONLY £12.99

www.suttons.co.uk/SUSOP540 Tel: 0844 736 4208

If ordering by phone please quote Offer Code SUSOP540 Lines open 9am - 6pm, 7 days a week. H Trustpilot ~ OVER 45,000

If ordering online please enter SUSOP540 in your basket Calls charged at 7p per minue plus your 5STAR REVIEWS
to activate discount. phone company’s access charge.

Please send to:Suttons, = e &
Dept SUSOP540, Poplar Lane, { Staying in touch with Suttons

|P$WiCh Suffolk 1P8 3BU \ Please read each statement carefully
. g «Suttons would like fo keep you informed about our latest products
l enclose a Cheque and offers by post hﬁnail. If you would prefer not o receDivc post,
I ’ please fick this box [_]. Or by email, please fick this box [ ].
made poyd ble fo ‘Suttons'for £ = We also feel you'd enjoy some of the latest products and offers by post

- a p— 4 from some of our trusted retail partners. If you would prefer
Hame KCeteo | 200D Apricot Shades Improvel £19.99 ot fo receive these, please tick this box|
- 30 Garden Ready Plants £25.98 « Please refer o our privacy policy for more details:
" www.suttons.co.uk/privacy-and-cookies
Address 000000000000 KA2524 | Maxicrop Plant Treatmsnt £1L00 « For Suttons Terms and Conditions please visit our website:

www.suttons.co.uk/terms-and-conditions

VIEW the Online Catalogue
Please debit my: [1Visa [ Mastercart www.suﬂons.co.uk/cuiuIogue-requesi

Postcode. Suttons’ new spring varieties deliver just what's required to continue to inspire the
I nation's gardeners, with new additions throughout for 20241

Offer subject o availability. We reserve the right to substitute variefies if necessary

Dj] *Please nofe that savings are based on the equivalent of multiples of the cheapest pack

Csv Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature srip. size. © 2024 Suttons.  For full T& C's, please visit www.suttons.co.uk. Regretfully we are

¥ 9 P unable fo ship live plants o the following postcode areas: HS, IVA1-IVS6, KWIS-KWI7, PA34,

Email — - PA41-48, PAGO-PA73, PABO, PHA0-PHAA, TR21-TR24, ZE1-ZE3. We are unable fo despatch
mail 00000000000 ardholdersname ___________________ FExpiryDae soeds or plants fo EU countries and Northern Ireland.

Telephone




Professor Buczackiis a horticulh;ral. expert, writer
and former chair of Gardeners' Question Time

Y Aphls can make a :
mess of plum trees

AWYIY %0131 LNHS SOLOHd

Got a problem? Our Problem Solver
can help! See our contact details on

page3 #GNASKTHEEXPERTS

Garelh Pratt, by email

Stefansays: [ast year your
‘Victoria' plum tree started
splendidly, with masses of
foliage, flowers and then small
green plums. However, by the
time you came to pick the fruit,
the tree looked awful. The

majority of the foliage had gone;

you describe what was left as
‘brown and decrepit’ and most
of the fruithad also vanished.
You discovered it was aphids
causing the degeneration
you've seen. Although you're
understandably reluctant to
use chemical sprays on your
plants, youdid spray the tree
last year with what you calla

bee-friendly, presumably organic,

anti-aphid spray, which clearly
didn't work. Youwonder if Ican

no@

Whatis wrong with
my “Victoria’ plu

m? i

recommend any that will protect
your plum against aphids.

Judging by your picture, the
treeis affected by two extremely
common pests: the mealy plum
aphid and also the leaf-curling
plum aphid, which causes the
leaves to curl as aresult of its
feeding activities. The aphids
are protected inside the curled
leaves and that means even
with areliable spray, the little
creatures would be largely
screened from its effects.

That said, spraying with
an approved insecticide will
generally give good results if
done thoroughly in March, just
before flowering, with asecond
treatmentin May or June if mealy
plum aphid is troublesome.

However, by the end of
June most aphid colonies
on plums will contain
ladybird beetles and their
larvae, hoverfly larvae,
aphid midge larvae, anthocorid
bugs and other natural enemies.
Although they reduce aphid
populations only after the main
damage, they may restrict aphid
populations in late summer and

autumn and reduce the numbers
of overwintering eggs laid. If

you spray while the predators
areactive, you'lldomore harm
than good by killing them.

FOUR MORE PLUM PROBLEMS

Pocket plum

A fungal infection of young

fruit, causing themto

develop abnormally with no
stone and eventually fall off.
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Bacterial canker

Plum moth
The caterpillars of plum moth A stem and leafdisease

Brown rot

This fungal disease causes
spreading brown rot in fruit.
It normally starts from a
wound from birds or pests.

causing sunken patches of
dead bark and small holes
in leaves, called shot hole.

cause problems, feeding
inside the ripening fruit, but
not all fruits will be affected.



How do I create a thyme hedge?

Steve Hansler, by email

Stefan says: You're growing
thyme from seed on your
windowsill with the intention
toplant them out as a step-over
hedge for a 4.5m-long border.
You ask how tall they will grow
and how far apart you should
plant them. This all sounds
terrific, but I think you've set
yourself a significant task.

First, let's answer your specific
questions. The plants will grow
between 15-20cm talland should
be planted about 15cm apart.
They will, however, need to be
transplanted in to individual pots
and hardened off thoroughly for
the best part of a season, during
which time they should be lightly
clipped to encourage them to
develop a bushy appearance.
With careit can be done, but
bear in mind that unlike, say,
lavender, thymes are difficult
tokeepneat and attractive for
more than about three years.

an I cut back buddleja now or do

I wait until the risk of frost is over?

Wesley Turner, by email

Stefansays: You should wait,
but there'snoneed to hold off
until the risk of frost is over, which
could take you well into May in
many areas. Mid to late March is
thebest time to prune buddlejas.
I'massuming, of course, you're
referring to Buddleja davidii, the
familiar butterfly bush which
ismagnetically attractive to
butterflies of all kinds. They

should be pruned hard; I cut mine
back to about 60cm above soil
level. If it'salready large youmay
need to prune back to a fairly large
framework. But don't forget there
are other good garden buddlejas.
Ialwayslook forward to the
honey-scented B. alternifoliain
June. Mineis trained as a weeping
standard and needs only alittle
tidying up after flowering.

Thyme is an unusual choice
to grow as a low hedge ¢

I'd like to get crocus,
fritillaries and
aconites to naturalise

Richard McCarthy, by email

Stefan says: You may need
toplant more. Aconites can
take some time to establish
properly but then self-seed like
fury. With crocuses, it largely
depends on the species. The
large-flowered, so-called Dutch
crocus will naturalise - by
which we mean spread - fairly
well, but slowly, and if you want
amass of plants quickly then
planting more corms is the

it

 over time crocus and

A{ aconites have naturalise
under this park tree &

answer. Practically all other
types of crocus naturalise
much more slowly, if at all.
With the fritillaries, you will
certainly need more because
they naturalise very slowly.
Alsobear in mind that while
aconites and Dutch crocus
will spread well in lawns, all
the others must be planted
in bare soil where there isno
competition from other plants.

Continues over the page
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No Catch! Just order online at www.stocksandgreen.com/3M86CR

Free Seeds & Free Delivery provide the opportunity to a common weed in the wild,
while stocks last* order free seeds if you would but now rarely found, it is

As part of our commitment  like to grow them. Less waste, becoming increasingly sought
to lower waste, we do not but still free seeds! after for use in the garden,
attach seeds to the front of A beneficial plant which with it’s ornamental flowers
magazines (where many will is attractive to bees, Corn- which bloom pink with white

never get planted). Instead we cockle was once considered eyes. 50 seeds per pack.
*Limited to 1 pack per
view full range at customer, offer expires

StOCksandgreen.Com 30/06/2024.




THE PROBLEM

Can you grow =
hardy geraniums
inbothsun J
and shade?

Olive Patterson, Leicester

Stefansays: In short, yes!
There are many varieties
ranging in height, spread
and colour, from tiny alpines to big and vigorous species for the
herbaceous border, and you'll find some for almost every situation. For
shade Ifind the most useful are Geranium phaeum and G. monacense

and their varieties; ‘Muldoon'is a particularly terrific plant. In the

sun, go for G. sanguineum and G. pratense and their varieties.

Most hardy geraniums are easy to grow and don't need much
maintenance. Water well during the first year whenever the weather is
dry. After that, you may just need to water in prolonged dry periods. You'll
getalonger flowering period if you trim off straggly blooms after the first
flush of flowers. And once plants have finished flowering in autumn,
trim back stems and leaves in readiness for new growth in spring.

2 s A
% Winter tares is a nitrogen- &
2 fixing green manure crop g

Which green manure
is best to use on my
small allotment?

Queenie Dearlove, by email

'What should Ido

' 'with old fertiliser?

§ Frances Mulvey, Gloucester

Stefan says: You ask about the disposal of the contents
of old fertiliser bottles and wonder how long they may
be kept before they go out of date. You then wonder

if you can just empty them down the sink or if you
should dilute them and put them on the garden.

The length of time fertiliser may be kept in a useful state
depends on the nature of the product and the manner in which it
has been stored. Some liquid fertilisers may be effective for several
years, but I always follow the maxim of not using any, whether
liquid or granular, for more than three years. But do not empty any
down the sink, lavatory or drains. They can be sealed, labelled and
taken to alocal waste facility but I prefer to dilute them and pour
them on to the compost bin, where they'll act as an accelerator.

It's a good idea to replace Moo
| fertilisers every three years :

There are lots of little
disease pimples on the
sycamores in my hedge...

Bill Franks, Shrewsbury, Shropshire

Stefansays: [ know what you'e talking about, but it isn't a
disease. The effect is caused by a common species of mite called
sycamore gall mite but although it's unsightly, it would be unfair
to call the creature a pest asno harmis caused to the plant.
Other mites are very different, however, and
may cause serious problems. They are interesting
creatures, although most are so small (less than
Imm long) we never notice them; we only see
their effects. Theyre not insects because
they usually have four,
not three, pairs of legsand,
unlike insects, the body isn't
obviously divided into a
head, thorax and abdomen.

Stefan says: Green manures are
extremely useful, especially in a
vegetable plot or allotment. They
are sown in early autumn and
grow during the winter, absorbing
any fertiliser nutrients still in the
soil which might otherwise be
washed out by rain. The plants
are then dug in during spring to
return the nutrients to the soil
and help improve the structure.
Incidentally, they also suppress
weed growth during winter.

The choice of plants to use for
green manure can be confusing,
however, because some are
better for light soils while others
are better for heavy ones. My
personal preference is with
members of the pea and bean
family, because these will add
extra nitrogen to the soil through
the medium of their root nodules.
My choices are trefoil (Medicago
Ilupulina) for alight soil and winter
tares (Vicia sativa) for heavy.

There are dozens of
different kinds and they're
extremely abundant
everywhere in the garden.
Many species are general
scavengers, feeding in soil,
in decaying organic
matter and in
similar situations.
Others prey on
small invertebrates,
including other mites and
many species of insect.

Sycamore gall
mite will cause no
harm to your hedge §

Continues over the page
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THE PROBLEM

SOLVER

Is it best to raise
clematis from

cuttings or seeds? .

Angie Fellows, by email

Stefansays: [ wouldn't bother
with seeds as you'llonly ever
succeed with the true species
and while some are undeniably
attractive, almost all the types
of clematis popular in gardens
are hybrids or selections that
are unlikely to come true.
Taking cuttingsis different;
all the varieties derived from
or closely related to true
species should root well.
Nonetheless, you'll struggle
with most of the large-flowered,
summer-blooming hybrids.
The most important feature to

remember is that unlike most
other plants, clematis have
the highest concentration of
rooting hormones between,
and not at, the stem nodes. So
you'llneed to take something
called inter-nodal cuttings.
To do this, take shoots
about 15-220cmin length.
Cut them midway between
the nodes. Dip the cutend
inrooting powder and then
push them into compost in
a propagator in the usual
way. This should get you
successful cuttings.

-

Clematis is easy to
8l grow from cuttings

i’/ /
Wait until the weather
warms up before m¢
feeding your lawn
ol

my lawn
now?

Rod Pelle,
Canterbury, Kent

Stefansays: Youre

right to be hesitant as it's too
early. Wait until April, just as
new growth is getting started.
Butbe sure to choose the most
appropriate fertiliser. Ideally
youneed a spring and summer
rather than an autumn blend.
Thelatter is balanced in order
to produce tougher growth

to survive the winter.

It's alsoworth deciding if
youwant afertiliser mixture
containing weedkiller and/or
mosskiller. Don't use amixture
containing weedKkiller if there
areno serious weed problems in
your lawn or if you're happy to see
some wild flowers among your
turf. Inever worry about daisies,
clovers or creeping speedwell
and similar wild plants, but the
invasive kinds such as creeping
buttercup or those that produce
big, smothering rosettes of
leaves doneed tobe dealt with.

Continues over the page
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There’s
still time to

Last year, | failed at my First
attempt at garlic growing.

Eucalyptus can grow
into a large tree if
not pruned to size

When should I plant out

my new eucalyptus?

Anne Needham,
Heckmondwike,
West Yorkshire

Stefansays: Keepitinits
container in a sheltered position
until spring. You ask about
pruning/training; all kinds of
eucalyptusare fast growing and
ifleft to their own devices will
become enormous. Wait until
it's about three quarters of the

height you ultimately want, then
take out the top to encourage it
tobush out. Alsobear in mind
that the really attractive foliage
on eucalyptus is formed by the
young leaves lower down, which
are distinctly different from the
mature ones higher up. Itis this
juvenile foliage that is much
loved by flower arrangers.

strawberries have had
flowers but no fruit

Deborah Hartwell,

Kirkby Lonsdale, Cumbria

Stefan says: It may be time to start again. You
don't say which strawberry variety you have.
Some are much shorter lived than others; some
varieties, especially in the US where it's amassive
commercial crop, are grown as annuals. You

say your plants are protected from birds and
slugs, so the problem you've encountered could
be due todryness (especially during the hot
period last summer), fungal disease affecting the
unopened buds or possibly a virus. If the latter,
the infection may well be in the soil, so Twould
certainly set up your new bed in a different spot.

How should it be done?
Grace Moores, Bristol
Garlic needs along growing

season and a spell of cold weather.
It'sbest planted in autumn, but

youmight just getaway with planting \ k,\___/

now if you're quick. Plant the individual

bulbs in humus-rich soil, ideally under cloches. Plant
about 5cm deep and don't lift them until late in the
summer when the leaves have yellowed and died back.

I have a small area of
garden overshadowed
by an oak tree. What
is the best ground
cover plant for this?
Robin Mooney, by email
Growing anything under
large trees is challenging
and [suspect more money
and plants are wasted by
the wrong choice there
than anywhere else in the
garden. Over the years,
I've become convinced
that vinca (periwinkle)
takes some beating. The
large variety, Vinca major,
is the most vigorous but
the variegated forms of
Vinca minor are prettier.

Why can’t | grow
astilbes on my patio?
Natalie Hills, by email

It pays to check where any
kind of plant grows naturally,
and astilbes are essentially
plants of watersides and bog

gardens where they look
their bestin great drifts of
colour. This means they
need cool, moist and slightly
shaded situations to grow
well. I'm almost certain your
patiois too hot and dry.

Every year | put thick
mulch on my borders,
but my bulbs seem to
be getting weaker. Am

I making it harder for
them to come through?
Fran Whyte, by email

No, bulbs should have plenty
of energy within them to
force their way through
mulch. It might be that
they're suffering from some
other problem. Are you
feeding them with liquid
fertiliser after the flowers
fade? Oris it as simple as the
fact youmay be growing
varieties that are inherently
just not good at naturalising,
like many kinds of tulip?

L A
Plant new strawberries §
if your original plants g
are not fruiting
R TGRS
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Lavatera ’Barnsley Baby’
1 x 9cm potted plant £13:99 £9.99

2 x 9cm potted plants £27:98

@® Perfect in pots or borders alike
@® Masses of large, soft pink blooms
® Great for attracting butterflies

Lavatera‘Barnsley Baby’ l
k

, A dwarf version of a cottage garden
favourite! Compact and floriferous,
Lavatera 'Barnsley Baby' is perfect for
patio containers and small gardens. |
The well branched habit and racemes ;
of saucer-shaped, soft pink blooms |
will certainly draw the attention of '
your neighbours - as well as the bees
and butterflies in your garden! Once ' -
- established this tough little mallow

' « needs little maintenance and will even
Greg o tolerate short periods of drought.

. Height: 75cm (30"). Spread: 60cm (24").
Supplied as 9cm potted plants from March onwards. ; e
Hurry offer ends March 12th.

SPECIAL BONUS OFFER =),

Coronilla Citrina
Coronilla valentina subsp.
glauca Citrina’ will light up

a sheltered position with an
abundance of lemon-yellow,
pea-like blooms. Flowering
from December through

to mid spring, the sweetly »
scented blooms make this

a useful shrub for bringing
colour to those dull winter
days.

1 x9cm Potted Plant

‘L

(X )

MAXICROP Plant Treatment
For ONLY £1 we will treat your whole order with MAXICROP
to give your plants: « Strong, healthy root system - More
energy for growth « Greener, healthier leaves - Great
nutrient availability - Reduced stress during transit - Better

OIS R A {-M.-ﬁ)

establishment and improved root growth or £13.99
www.thompson-morgan. K Teplh 984‘7! 57-}9 7fl14
. . . one Lines open ays a week, Yam - opm.
When ordering online please use order code TM_TS4906 to access our spual offers. AT T e D e P ST
Thom pson Please send to: 10 YA\ YOURSATISFACTION GUARANTEED or your money back
Thompson & Morgan, \ HAFFT ) We want you to be 100% satisfied with any product you buy from us.
& Mo rgan Dept TM_TS4906, Poplar Lane, )"/ If you're not 100% happy then neither are we, so let us know and
® Experts in the garden since 1855 Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3BU. N we'll replace your product or give you your money back.t
I enclose a cheque/postal order made ORDER CODE Code Item Description Price aty Total
payable to ‘Thompson & Morgan’ fOf £ _— TM_TS4906 KB6546 Lavatera ‘Barnsley Baby’ 1 x 9cm potted plant £43-99 £9.99
Name KB0507 Lavatera ‘Barnsley Baby’ 2 x 9cm potted plants £27:98 £10.00
DOUBLE UP FOR 1P -
Address KB6210 Lavatera ‘Barnsley Baby’ 3 x 9cm potted plants £41.97 £18.99
74420 Coronilla Citrina Glauca 1 x 9cm potted plant £13.99
KB6227 Coronilla Citrina Glauca 2 x 9cm potted plants £27:98 £18.99
KA2524 Maxicrop Plant Treatment £1.00
Postcode Please debit my: (] Visa (] Mastercard ] Maestro aron o
Telephone Total
G [(TTTTTTTTITTITTT]
By providing us with your email address, you'll be able to: Ccsv I:I:D Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip.

vAccess your order information online ~Receive delivery date updates
vReceive despatch notifications ~ View order tracking 24/7 Cardholder’s name Expiry Date /.
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NUMBER Once you have completed
9 the crossword, take the
letters in the shaded
squares and rearrange
them to spell out the name of a
vegetable. This is your prize answer.

ACROSS

1 Spreading outward from
a central point (6)
4 | ondon Underground line represented
by the colour yellow (6)
9 - - - squash, marrow-like plant
easily grown from seed (9)
10 Large rodent of South America that
is also known as the nutria (5)
11 Inclined path for wheelchairs (4)
12 Sticky substance obtained
from trees (5)
14 Oniony garden herb with
purple flowers (5)
15 Dairy product (5)
17 Jungle vine (5)
19 Grain store (4)
21 Croatian seaport (5)
23 Vegetable that likes a sheltered sunny
position in fertile well-drained soil (9)
24 Tooth-surface material (6)
25 Hindu spiritual hermitage (6)

DOWN

1 Seaside town near Middlesbrough
known for its racecourse (6)

2 Squirrel’s nest (4)

3 Another term for sapwood (8)

5 Article (4)

6 Genus of flowering plants in the
family campanulaceae (8)

7 Type of car with a long body
and ample room (6)
8 Remains of a felled tree (5)
13 Lathyrus odoratus annual
climbing plant (5,3)
14 Giant statue once at Rhodes (8)

15 Glass container for water or wine (6)
16 Small biting insect (5)
18 National song (6)
20 French soft cheese similar
to Camembert (4)
22 Lascivious look (4)

Lily ‘Pretty Woman'’ brings a pure white bloom
and a soft sweet fragrance to our collection of
towering giant lilies. The stems get taller each
year as these hardy bulbs return in spring to put
onan elegant display of summer flowers. Thick,
sturdy stems require little staking - and will take
some cutting! Best Left to enjoy in the garden
rather than cutting for indoor use, though we
doubt you'll have a vase big enough for them!
Set out in sunny borders or placein
large containers on the patio to enjoy the

Win Lily

‘Pretty Woman' worth £12.99

scent. No matter where you place them, -,
their fragrant perfume will filLthe garden
through summer. H: 1.8m, S: 45cm.

Despatching from February onwards.

For your chance to win, email the hidden clue to
gn.comps@bauermedia.co.uk, writing Crossword
No 09 in the subject box. The winner will be drawn
on March 11. Your contract for supply of goods is
with Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane, Ipswich
IP8 3BU. You can also buy this lily for £12.99! Visit
thompson-morgan.com/TM_GNC31 to order.

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD No 06 - February 10
Across: 1 Damask, 4 Aspic, 9 Aconite, 10 Neigh, 11 Gladiolus, 12 Neat, 13 Angel,

16 Graf, 19 Adherence, 21 Aztec, 22 Uranium, 23 Amino, 24 Floral. /‘ , /
Down: 1 Dragon, 2 Myopia, 3 Sting, 5 Sundial, 6 Icicle, 7 Pelargonium, 8 Chess, 13 African,

14 Carat, 15 Rhythm, 17 Rapier, 18 Formal, 20 Email. Prize answer: Marigold

Winner of Crossword No 06 is Maurice Weaver from Bromsgrove, Worcestershire.

Thompson
& Morgan
@ Experts in the garden since 1855
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e 4 Heads make it " - 4 RISK-FREE
very quick to use / s HOME TRIAy

e Save a fortune on
razor blades

HIGH PRECISION
TRIMMER

p Electric Razor 4 TECHNICAL

OWER™F FEATURES

v 4 high-speed rotating heads

v 4 ultra-sharp, strong blades

v Integrated precision trimmer

v Built-in rechargeable battery
v Cleaning brush included

a great shave in less than a minute

v Easy to use ergonomic shape
thanks to its four powerful rotating

heads which perfectly mould to the shape / Protective cover and travel bag
of your face. For the finishing
touch, it has a trimmer to ©Branshaws

neaten your FREEPHONE 24 HOUR UK CALL CENTRE

/ e Amazing value

Unheatable performance

With its precision technology, the
Power4 electric razor gives you
the smoothest shave every day.
Whether you usually wet shave or
use electric razors, you'll definitely
replace them with the Power4!

Its four rotating blades give you

a close shave and a perfect finish,
with no irritation. With its great 4
performance, rechargeable battery
and accessories, it's the perfect
shaver for you!

4 Ultra-performance head

The Power4 electric razor gives you

sideburns
0800 138 4900 E:z
your neck. ESH149

5 branshaws.co.uk/ESH149 Y
i If you are not T T T T T o Brarchawe. Offer Code ESH149 Unit O Romee ot
1000, Gk | T s e B
§ © simply return SAVE £20.00 |g5995 [ lencloseacheque/PO payable toBranshawsfor
| GUARANTEE it for a full 111 Electric : [] Please charge my credit /debit card (tick): (w4 (J&2) [ w4
; refun. Shaver £995 | ol v Ll
SAVE £60.00 |£u990| sionaTure pewy| | H

2 Electric i : |
Shavers Sty IILlyAess PRINT N |
USB Plug £495 | Address

T > Post Code |

IMPORTANT: Please include in case we need to contact you about your delivery:

TOTAL £ Telephone
Fa— -

Email
We will send you other offers for this and similar products, if you do not want these offers tick this box 1 We may also share your postal details with selected
\charities and approved companies selling similar health and lifestyle products. If you do not want these offers tick this box [ If you have bought a health product,

these offers will be tailored to similar health products, so they are relevant to you. If you are happy to have these offers tailored like this, tick here (1

Delivery within a week but allow 21 days. Refund policy of 90 days. If not all items are returned, refund will be pro rata. Risk free trial offers for first order only.
P&P non-refundable. All returns are subject to a £2.95 returns processing fee. Privacy policy www.branshaws.co.uk/privacy or call/write to the number/address above.

4 Ultra-sharp
hardawearing
blades




A gift that
keeps giving

Thisismy dendrobium
orchid in full flower. It was
given to me by my husband
for last year's Mothering
Sunday, soit's very special.
Margarel Green, Nottingham

Squirrel
takes a seat

I know some people find them
anuisance, but Ilove seeing
squirrels in my garden. Now I'm
of an age where I can't always
get outside, it brings me such
pleasure to while away an hour
in the conservatory watching
them come and go - and even
take arest, like this one!
Mabel Thompson, by email

Goji goodness

Ibought goji berry plants from an Aldi
store. Seeds can be sown indoors, and

the seedlings stay inside for a year to
harden off before planting outside.

They grow and fruit better in dry, poor

soil. Bare stems planted straight into
the garden will root readily; however,

this big-leafed variety has few berries.

Peter Wong, Birmingham

Always a welcome sight!
June Green, Bedfordshire

Our friend’s amaryllis has
got some real altitude!
Gill Shepherd, Aberaeron

Some 1/'eal
mossy marvels!

:I: finally put my lawn moss to good use and made these

kokedama. It's alittle bit like making grown-up mud pies!
Holly Lockley, Leicestershire
Simon says: They're stunning! Transforming lawn moss
into kokedama is a brilliant twist on garden crafting,
and of course, we gardeners let nothing go to waste.

ﬁ@@ﬂ@@@b Holly wins a £25 voucher from Mr Fothergill's
@ s for use inits mail-order catalogue. It's

N/@ %) packed withahuge choice of quality seeds

» and exciting flower, fruit and veg plants.

|
| Rat'snoton! _ G

.

This naughty rat fearlessly
climbed up the wall, eager to get to
peanut butter. He knocked the jar
onto the patio and disappeared!

Gillian Davis, by email “’“ { e ""m P
[i] Get in touch!
#GNREALGARDENS

fIXIO)

Facebook.com/GardenNewsOfficial
Twilter.com/GardenNewsMag
Instagram@gardennewsmagazine
Email gn.letters@bauermedia.co.uk

M GN staff are continuing to work
far away, evenona from home a_nd unfortu’nate:ly
dull, rainy morning canpot receive readers m_all—

3 i but if you are able to email your
Rosemary Lewin, Dorset Letters and pictures, please do!

A sure sign spring isn't
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CUT HIGH '

BRANCHES g RYOsI
NO LADDER
REQUIRED!

20CM OREGON°®
BAR & CHAIN

- 1. 8. 0.0.8.¢ 5
Another excellent product. L
Easy to use, effective in cutting down
:‘ high branches and keeping trees pruned.
" Chainsaw makes easy work of most

< thick branches. = ,

" a

Ry

4

NO CORDS,
NO LADDER,
opnoauzw

Slice through branches

up to 15cm thick Fast and safe lopping

sver £100

LIMITED TIME OFFER PRICE ENDS 29.02.24

EXTENDABLE POLE SAW

Slice through hard to reach branches up to 3m (9.8ft) high INCLUDING FREE DELIVERY-
with both feet firmly on the ground. Featuring a 30° angled ONLY £129-99 S MAINLAND ONLY

head for more control and an auto lubricated 20cm Oregon®

chain and bar for continuous and easy cutting. High torque .
performance with a 5.5m/s chain speed means trees Starter Kit includes:
pruned in a fraction of the time and minimal effort (keep : * 20cm Extendable Pole Saw
the extension cord and ladder in the shed). Remove ’ - (RPP182020C)

; . ; * ONE+ 2.0Ah Battery
extension pole to also use as a short-reach chainsaw. « ONE+ 2.0A Charger

* 3-Year Warranty”

Eu N7

YONE

ORDER NOW
gm!tslsE k. . 0333 006 9466

BATTERY SYSTEM PROMOTION CODE PR2388 Fronsirescoer. _-m YEAR
WARRANTY
Trustpilot www.ryobitools.co.uk/press

4.6/5 * * * * ‘ i y y i i TIVLJEGVHS KA, W[PA PH4,ZE TR2Your right to cancel willlast for 14 days.

There's aRyobi for

JK) Limited, jstratic For:

‘Rated Excellent’ OB a Tl G sy




READER OFFERS Thompson & Morgan

hesealstroemeria ‘Butterfly
Hybrids' are one of the easiest

cut flowers to grow and blooms
dazzle in an impressive and eye-catching
mix of pink and purple. They're perfect
for growing in borders and containers in
sunny positions. An old strain of Peruvian
lilies called the Ligtu Hybrids' once
included some great purples, but these
gotlost over the years. Now only the
pinks and purples have been selected to
create this eye-catching mix. H&S: 60cm.
® Despatching from March onwards.

Viow migiet Ao like..

Purple Passion Collection
This collection of purple Inticancha® alstroemeria
are neat and compact with a flowering period

that lasts from spring through to autumn. These
brightly coloured plants form abushy mass of
stems topped with exotic-looking blooms. Perfect
for pots or adding colour to the front of borders.
They make exquisite cut flowers, too. H&S: 40cm.
@ Despatching from March onwards.

THREE EASY WAYS TO ORDER TM_GN383/TM_GN384

ONLINE www.thompson-morgan.com/TM _GN383. Garden News subscribers go
towww.thompson-morgan.com/TM_GN384 to claim your 10 per cent discount.

CODE ITEM PRICE SUBS QTY TOTAL

BY PHONE 0844 5731686 quoting TM_GN383 (quote TM_GN384 ifasubscriber). | KB7781 | Alstroemeria ‘Butterfly Hybrids' x 3 Postiplugs £12.99 | £9.99 | £8.99
Lines open Mon-Sun (9am-6pm). Calls cost 7p per minute plus your telephone — — -
provider's access charge. KB7782 | Alstroemeria ‘Butterfly Hybrids' x 6 Postiplugs £25:98 | £11.99 | £10.79
BY POST Complete the order form, fill in your details and send it with payment KF4304 | Alstroemeria ‘Butterfly Hybrids' x 12 Postiplugs £51.96 | £18.99 | £17.09
to Garden News, Thompson & Morgan, TM_GN383/TM_GN384 Poplar Lane, Alstioemmenia Puible Passion Colleation x3 Jurdk
IpswichIP8 3BU. Items dispatched from March 2024 onwards. All other items KF0930 Pl wp £19.99 | £17.99
: i : : ugs £20:99
will be acknowledged by letter or email to advise of dispatch date. Offer closes - - -
12/03/2024. Ifin the event of unprecedented demand this offeris oversubscribed, | KF1510 | Alsttoemeria Purple Passion Collection x 6Jumbo £2099 | £26.99
we reserve the right to send suitable substitute varieties. Please note that your Plugs £4£98
contract for supply of goods is with Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane, Ipswich, KA2425 | Maxicrop Plant Treatment £1 £1
1P8 3BU. All offers are subject to availability. Images are for illustration purposes
only. Regretfully we are unable to ship live plants to the following areas: HS, IV41- P&P | £6.99 1 £6.99
1V49,1V51, IV55-56, KW15-KW17, PA34, PA41-48, PA60-PA78, PASO, PH40-PH44,
TR21-TR25, ZEI-ZE3. We are also unable to ship seeds or plants to EU countries and Order Total
Northern Ireland.

Ienclose a cheque/postal order made payable to : -
Thompson & Morgan (with name and address on the back) e L] e
OR charge my Visa / Mastercard / Maestro card with: Address

et | [ || [[[I[[TIL[]]]

Start Expiry Issue No.

Date ‘ Date ‘ (Maestro/Switch) ostode ‘ =l ‘
Signature ‘ Email Address

'YOUR DATA PROTECTION PREFERENCES H Bauer Publishing (Publishers of Garden News) may also like to contact you — please tickif you are happy to hear from us [] by email. We will never pass these details to any other organisation. M
Please see our privacy policy at www.bauerdatapromise.co.uk. Thompson & Morgan would like to keep you informed about our Latest products and offers by post & email. If you would prefer not to receive post, please tick this box .
Or by email, please tick this box [. Or from trusted retail partners, please tick this box [l To find out exactly how we store and use the data you give us please visit www.thompson-morgan.com/privacy.
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Y2 KINGS SEEDS |/ rsrpmessionaiiy grown

The people that know about seeds ready for planting!

Brussels Sprout Red Bull |Red Cabbage Rovite Fi Sweet Corn Earlibird F1 AGM | Tomato Red Alert
A novelty red sprout that deepens in Ared cabbage with a good resistance A breakthrough in early high quality One of the best varieties for flavour. High
colour as the weather gets colder. to tip burn. super sweet comns. Recorded as the quality fruits on spreading plants. Very
Medium sized buttons. New to our range for 2024! carliest cropping in Europe. Many rows | early. Highly recommended.
12 plug plants 12 plug plants of kernels per cob, full to the tip. Determinate.
May Delivery 97442 £7.55 May Delivery 97445 £7.55 12 plug plants 3 x 9cm pots
June Delivery 97443  £7.55 June Delivery 97446  £7.55 May Delivery 97385  £7.85 May Delivery 97397 £9.10
July Delivery 97444  £7.55 July Delivery 97447  £7.55 June Delivery 97386  £7.85 June Delivery 97398  £9.10

Order as many plug plants as required, with staggered deliveries for a one off delivery charge of £5.95.
Last order dates: May delivery = 10th March e June delivery = 10th April e July delivery = 10th May ,

View our full range and order online at www.kingsseeds.com,
order over the phone on 01376 570000
or request a copy of our catalogues

1000

2% of participants say they veseen
newplacesand -« mmore aliv

Sign up and join the UK’s biggest
self-improvement movement today:

walki1000miles.co.uk



READER OFFERS

YouGarden

Ve y

Enjoy free
delivery on
compost
and Strulch'

et professional results

just like growers in the

horticultural trade with
this twin pack of professional
compost. This compost is not
available to consumers from
garden centresand DIY outlets.
It'sasuperior blend where the
nutrient rich-formula has been
developed to encourage plants
to reach their full potential.
Contains 50% composted
wood fibre to open the mix up
and ablend of three different
peats to balance drainage and
water holding, With added lime,
itis pHbalanced to give the
optimum growing conditions
and also contains starter
fertiliser to give plants a head-
start, plusa wetting agent to

ensure even water distribution g ' ‘ ’ : TWin paCk peat-

in pots and containers. free multi_purpose
@ 40L twin pack Item

100064: £23.97-save A 2 compost 40L
£13.Free delivery Vi : o i L This peat-free option for multi-

purpose use is great for all your
1 compost needs, from seedlings and
Strulch mineralised FR - B
: e askets. Blended from composte
straw garden muICh : i 23 L coir, finebark and sterilised green
Save time and money with Strulch Mulch. Lasting 2 77 : organic matter, it has added fertiliser
up to two years, you'llspend less time weeding, : % -~ 7 25 0, O 5:6:10. Plus these
watering and feeding and more time enjoying your ) . ™ large bagsare

garden. One of the major benefits of using Strulch is : : 2 w" delivered direct
that it includes an automatic pest control. Used by ‘ T .,h' =y toyour door
professionals, Strulchis light and easy touse and, i W free of charge!
being made from renewably sourced wheat straw, g ; ® 2x40LItem
it's a simple way to garden organically. Delivered £ o, 100102: £23.97
direct to your door for ultimate convenience. 47 B -save£13.

® 9kg bagItem 100086: £22.99 - free delivery g% S Freedelivery

ONLINE wwwyougarden.com/RGN362. surcharges may apply to outlying areas. This offer is subject to availability and in the event
BY PHONE Call the credit card and debit card order hotline on 0844 502 0050 (calls cost 5p/ that it is oversubscribed, we reserve the right to send suitable substitutes. Full product details
min plus your network’s access charge). and T&Cs at www.yougarden.com. Order despatched 3-5 working days. Following Brexit

Free delivery on compost and Strulch orders only, add other items to your order and this may there are anumber of changes that prevent us from trading in N. Ireland.

include a postage surcharge as they will need to be sent separately. Delivery to UK only and Offer closes April 30, 2024, or while stocks last.

'YOURDATAPROTECTION PREFERENCES H Bauer Publishing (Publi f Garden News) may also like o contact you—pleasetickif you are happy to hear from us_]By email. We will never pass these details toany other: isation. PL privacy policy atw: ise.co.uk B
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Staging - Shel

end Of February Potting Benches - Potting Trays e,
Send SAE or email for a list to: | | Automatic Openers - Lowvre Kits
Gary Dando, 17 Meadow View,

Radstock Nr Bath,

3 | PRIZEWINNING | Two Wests & Elliott = SNOWDROPS IN TH
= | NAMED STARTED | Quaicy Bauip e e o
(7] or Greennouse an arden - 9
.= BEGONIA cu"I"G Our massive range of products means you - 16 per 100

n Tu BERS can buy everything you need from one zl:::, incl;.lding ==

on h .He?mrs-. lati -. len Fleece

£ FOR SALE o Uiy < hiraotis* Thteoanits

s For delivery from Seed oy Racks - Tays & Coves - g Tays

=

(3]

&)

DEVON VIOLET NURSERY

Devon has always been associated with the

Plant Supports & Ties - Planters
Greenhouses - Garden Sheds etc

BA3 30T growing and cultivation of Violets. Today we are
Phone: 01761 432739 one of the few Nurseries in this Country who -
Mobile: 0781_3 904923 Two Wests & Elliott ialise in Violet Plant d Scented Product e )
Emall: (GN) Unit 4 Carrwood Road, Sheepbridge Ind Estate, specialise In vigie a:\ 5 an cente TOGUCLS:
garydando41@gmail.com Chestrfield.Debysire 541 SR www.sweetviolets.co.uk 07969 841253
5 LillcolllSllil'eéi Chrysanthemums Holmes Chapel Road, Over Peover,
Pond Plant —  Direct Knutsford, Cheshire. WA16 9RA
www.lincspplants.co.uk Telephone: 0800 046 7443 sales@chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk

Old RAF Binbrook, Brookenby, LN8 6HF
The widest range available in the U.K.

* Frog Packs with over 480 cultivars, including a
% choice selection of hardy garden

Newt Packs (Korean) varieties, plus many others
* Native Packs suitable for the garden or exhibition. All

propagated, and dispatched from, our

* Dragonfly Packs own nurseries in Cheshire.
* Patio Packs 2024 catalogue available online now or, New for 2024
* Premium Packs contact us to receive your FREE copy. George Proverbs

www.chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk

For all your pond plant needs

(OP. QUALITY:BULBSINTHE GREEN
\EROM AN ESTABLISHED.CROWER

2 50 100 500 1000

Single Snowdrops £3.75 £6.50 £10.75 £52.50 £95.00
Double Snowdrops £5.25 £9.00 £16.00 £75.00 £140.00
Elwesii Snowdrops £13.25 £25.00 £45.00

Scilla Non Scripta ( English Bluebells) £5.75 £10.00 £17.50 £80.00 £150.00
Collection Pack Single Snowdrops, Double Snowdrops, Winter Aconites,
English Bluebells 25 of each 100 Bulbs £17.50 50 of each 200 Bulbs £30.00

Leucojum Gravetye Giant £20.00 £37.50

Leucojum Vernum ( Spring Snowflake) £22.00 per 10

Narcissus Tremble £6.50 £12.50 £20.00

Narcissus Pseudo Lobularis £12.50 E U R //\ B U LBS
Pushkinia Libanoticia 85.25 £9.00

Helleborus Foetidus in 9cm pots £10.50 per 3 £30 per 9 DE\-“IE"“

Many more varieties on our webgite. All bulbg are flowering size including free ones.
Pleace order online if posgible as our tel lines are very busy. Payment with order pleage.
Tel number or email escential for cafe delivery

wwuw.eurobulbs.co.uk
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01945 430009 info@eurobulbs.co.uk

Eurobulbe 314, Smeeth Rd, Marshland St James, Wisbhech. Cambs PE[4 S8EL
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Medwyn’s of Anglesey
Vegetable Seed and Plant Specialist

Our 2024, full colour catalogue. Available by post and online. A full range of award winning seed varieties.
Various essential Sundries, Professional composts and fertilisers. Latest lighting and growing systems.

Make us your one stop Shop!

E%tabli159h7e;i Llanor, Ffordd Hen Ysgol, Llanfairpwll, Anglesey LL61 5RZ.
SIS Email - medwyn@medwynsofanglesey.co.uk

3 consecutive
Gold medals
at the Chelsea
Flower Show

www.medwynsofanglesey.co.uk

GLORIOUS NORTH DEVON

Only 9 cosy holiday caravans on peaceful farm
Wonderful walks in woods & meadows
Close sea, moors & lovely days out. Book now
£125-£395 pw. Discount couples. Pets welcome

01769 540366 www.snapdown.co.uk

NEW defager

Summer Bulbs

Order direct online at
www.dejager.co.uk
to geta 10% discount

Fora FREE Catalogue Tel: 01622 840229

Green@ousesRus

Supplier and Manufacturer of Quality Greenhouses:
HALLS HERCULES ELITE ROBINSONS ALTON
EDEN SWALLOW VITAVIA SIMPLICITY
And Quality Greenhouse Accessories:
Greenhouse Staging, Shelving, Seed Tray Units etc.
INSTALLATION SERVICE AVAILABLE
Telephone: 01623 443331 Email: info@greenhousesrus.co.uk

Ferryman Polytunnels

Quality products and personal service

= \ TG et
Polytunnel widths from 8ft to 24ft wide.
Replacement Covers, Accessories & Spares.
www.ferrymanpolytunnels.co.uk
Ferryman Polytunnels Ltd, EX17 5LS, 01363 84948

Digging for a partner?

Then ring Friendslst — the UK’s largest
Christian dating service & they will help
your hard work bear results.

Call: 0121 405 1262 www.friendslt.co.uk

To advertise in

Garden
NEWS

please call Gemma on 01733 979437 or
email gemma.smith@bauermedia.co.uk

ADDITIONAL 20% OFF BARE ROOT HEDGING

GENUS & SPECIES SIZE 25 50
40/60 £1780  £34.00
60/90 £2380  £43.60
90/120 £4180  £79.60
40/60 £2480  £4760
60/90 £3180  £59.60
90/120 £4780  £9160
40/60 £2550  £4760
60/90 £2780  £51.60
90/120 £5180  £99.60
40/60 £6380  £123.60
60/90 £8780  £17160
90/120 £19.80  £219.60
40/60 £1880  £35.60
60/90 £2180  £39.60
90/120 £4580  £87.60

Hawthorn

Privet
Cherry Laurel

Blackthorn

GENUS & SPECIES SIZE 50 CODE

BEST SELLER! 40/60 500376
Mixed Native 500377

Hedging
Bare root 500378

£4760
60/90 £63.60
90120 £99.60

{ 0844 502 0050

Calls cost 5p per min plus your network’s access charge.

5~ www.YouGarden.com/GN1207

Postage from £8.99 per order. Despatched within 5-7 working days.

¥ Tden AD CODE: GN1207

‘gardening for everyone

Save
££s
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Address Garden News,

H Bauer Publishing, Media House,
Lynch Wood, Peterborough, PE2 6EA
Tel 01733 468000
Emailgn.letters@bauermedia.co.uk

EDITORIAL
Group editor Simon Caney
Editorat large lan Hodgson
Featureseditor Karen Murphy
Deputy group production Lead (special interest)
Kathryn Lovelock
Production editor Rachel Reeves
Group arteditor John Temple
Arteditor Dean Evans

ADVERTISING
Group Commercial Director Donna Harris
Commercial manager Joe Sheehan (07889 202383)
Sales manager Stuart Day (01733 979430)
Media Sales Executive
Gemma Smith (01733 979437)

MARKETING
Head of Marketing Susan Litawski
Product Marketing Manager Hope ELkins
Marketing Executive Tierney Augustine
Head of Newstrade Marketing Leon Benoiton
Samantha Thompson

Newstrad keting

PRODUCTION
Print Production Controller Colin Robinson
Printed by Walstead, Bicester
Distributed by Frontline
Subscriptions and backissues
Toensure that you don’t miss anissue
and for the best subscription offers visit
www.greatmagazines.co.uk
For subscription or backissue queries
please contact CDS Global on
Bauer@subscription.co.uk
Phone +44 (0)1858 438884 (UK and overseas)

HBAUERPUBLISHING
Group MD, Special Interest Steve Prentice
CEO, UK Publishing Chris Duncan

Garden News magazineis published 52 times a year by
H Bauer Publishing, registered address The Lantern, 75
Hampstead Road, London, NW1 2PL. Registered number
LP003328. VAT no 918 5617 01. H Bauer Publishing is
authorised and regulated by the FCA (Ref No. 845898) For
syndication queries contact syndication@bauermedia.co.uk.
No part of the magazine may be reproduced in any formin
wholeor in part, without the prior permission of H Bauer
Publishing. AlL material published remains the copyright of H
Bauer Publishing and we reserve the right to copy or edit any
material submitted to the magazine without further consent.
The submission of material (manuscripts orimages etc) to H
Bauer Publishing, whether unsolicited or requested, is taken
as permission to publish that materialin the magazine, on the
associated website, any apps or social media pages affiliated to
the magazine, and any editions of the magazine published by
our licensees elsewhere in the world. By submitting any material
to usyou are confirming that the material is your own original
work or that you have permission from the copyright owner to
usethe material and to authorise Bauer to useit as described
in this paragraph. You also promise that you have permission
from anyone featured or referred to in the submitted material
to it being used by H Bauer Publishing. If H Bauer Publishing
receives a claim from a copyright owner or a person featured in
any material you have sent us, we will inform that person that
you have granted us permission to use therelevant material
and you will be responsible for paying any amounts due to the
copyright owner or featured person and/or for reimbursing
H Bauer Publishing for any losses it has suffered as a result.
Please note, weaccept no responsibility for unsolicited material
which s lost or damaged in the post and we do not promise that
we will be able to return any material. Finally, whilst we try to
ensure accuracy of your material when we publish it, we cannot
promise to do so. We do not accept any responsibility for any loss
or damage, however caused, resulting from use of the material.

Inject some
brilliant blues into
your borders!

Complaints: H Bauer Publishing is a member of the Independent
Press Standards Organisation (www.ipso.co.uk) and endeavours
to respond to and resolve your concerns quickly. Our Editorial
Complaints Policy (including full details of how to contact
us about editorial complaints and IPSO's contact details)
can be found at www.bauermediacomplaints.co.uk.

Subscription Queries: To contact us about subscription orders,

renewals, missing issues or any other subscription queries
' please email bauer@subscription.co.uk or call our UK number
on 01858 438884 for overseas call +44 1858 438884. To manage
® your account online visit www.greatmagazines.co.uk/solo

* Due to Brexit restrictions free seeds are not available in Northern Ireland @ ch G _r(-.“c)’cle
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Digitali scura
s

Dusky Maid

italis purﬁrec -

;Jgr@qn Rgse J‘

hay

rare | unusual | exciting

-
.

loft

BUY18
(3OFEACH)

FOR

THAT'S JUST
£1A PLANT

Digitalis
- purpurea Alba

Digitalis purpurea
Dalmatian Purple %

DELIGHTFUL

DIGITALIS

The name foxglove is said to have
arisen from a story about playful
fairies, wanting to help the wily foxes.
They slipped a foxglove over each paw
and ever since, the fox has had the
attribute of stealth.

Excellent for cutting — lasting 7-10 days

in a vase, although you may not wish to
deprive the passing wildlife of a nectar-rich
feast. Deadhead as each flower is spent to
encourage more flowers and promote seed

production for self-seeding in the second year.
Fully hardy and biennial perennials.
Height 60cm-1.6m, spread is 45-60cm

Your order is covered by our No Quibble
Guarantee and will be delivered to your
door as young plants in April. Our latest
catalogue will arrive with your delivery, if you
wish to receive sooner or are not ordering

today, please call 01386 562999 for your
complimentary copy or order online.

IT'S EASY TO ORDER [elS[exy, /X

ONLINE: ORDER LINE:  POST:
hayloftco.uk 0333 358 2006 Fill in the coupon

First name: Surname:

Address

Postcode
Email

SEND TO: HAYLOFT PLANTS FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, WR10 3HB
THANK YOU, WE WILL CONFIRM YOUR ORDER

Your details are kept securely and not shared with third parties. You will receive a catalogue, welcome email
and special offers, if you prefer not to receive them please call 01386 562999. For T&Cs - see hayloft.co.uk

Digitalis purpurea’
Sutton’s Apricdt

Item Code

Please debit my Visa/Mastercard
Delete as applicable: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms
Name on card:

cogro| || L LT

sy | | | | [ o] [ ] ]
I enclose cheque/PO for made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd
Please write your name and address on the reverse of the cheque




75 BULBS

Snowdrops ‘In The Green’...

Incredible Value! 50 Single & 25 Double Bulbs
PLUS 75 FREE Anemone ‘Blanda’ WORTH £9.99! savE £20.00!

]
7

Galanthus mvalls x50 Galanthus ‘Flore Pleno’ X 25

( AP /
SINGLE SNOWDROPS {’ , DOUBLE SNOWDROPS

u' 3

The Guaranteed Way to Succeed With PLUS FREE!
These Early Spring Flowering Beauties! WORTH £9.99

H The earliest and bravest of all flowering Spring bulbs - the delicate
® Guaranteed to eStabIISh We“ Snowdrop — with its tiny white petals and green-tinged centres, it

and return year_after_year bursts into bloom when the weather is at its worst!
With the rest of your garden decidedly dormant, this cheery, fresh-faced fellow

o The displays get bigger & better! brightens even the gloomiest looking space. Notoriously difficult to grow
from the dry bulbs found in garden centres, the best way to ensure success
[ ] Flowers from February to MarCh is to plant Snowdrops while they are still in leaf — otherwise known as ‘In The
. 1 Green’. The soil surrounding the bulbs contains
® EaSY'to'grow & no maintenance! a special fungus which encourages a strong and

vigorous new root system. By planting in this way you

e UK WInter-hardy varieties can look forward to a stunning display in your garden WITH voun
from the very first season... and for years to come! & ORDER... ¥ 7
SnOWd rops ‘In The Green, Buy 25 Double Snowdrops for £19.99 or 50 . Mokl el 75 x Anemone
50 Single, 25 Doubles & 75 FREE Anemone ‘Blanda’ | Single Snowdrops for £21.99 each. Buy both wom : S
JUST £31.97 « SAVE £20.00! for only £31.97 and receive 75 FREE Anemone £2.99 Blanda’ Bulbs
: i ‘Blanda’ Mix worth £9.99 - SAVE £20.00!

3 EASY WAYS \ 0844 502 0050 | e | A\ www.YouGarden.com/GN1214

Calls cost 5p per min plus your network’s access charge.

To ORDE R NOW! < or by post using coupon below to: Offer GN1214, YouGarden, PO Box 1468, Peterborough, PE19XL

“YOUR PAYMENT DETAILS | enclose a cheque/Postal Order payable to PLEASE SEND TO: Offer GN1214, YouGarden, PO Box 1468, SPECIAL BONUS OFFER! SAVE £5.00!
orch VisalM quGarden (name & address on back) for £ YOUR ORDER DETAILS Peterborough, PE1 9XL
r charge my Visa / Mastercard: d=e . ¢
co y | y | ! T " TTTTTTTT] [T fiem _[Descrption Price | Gty [ Subtotal British Native Bluebells ‘In The Green’
No. T000ce Blooming Fast Superior Soluble Fertiliser 50g = Fragrant and nostalgic - a native British treasure! 8 k
Stavt ‘ | ‘ Exp ‘ | ‘ ‘ FREE with every order WORTH £2.99! You can now create your own carpet of these pretty
Date Date favourites in your garden. With their
DELIVERY D_ETA"'S " 630014 Snowdrops Twin Pack 50 Singles & 25 Doubles £31.97 intense indigo blue colour and sweetly fragrant
Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss Initial Surname PLUS 75 FREE Anemone ‘Blanda’ Mix SAVE £20! : perfume, Bluebells herald the onset of warmer
Address weather. Supplied as 25 bubs. ITEM CODE: 630011
Postcode 63000950 x Single Snowdops ‘In The Green” £21.99]
E’a" Ty 8o ko cehe chalogues Kaaaiiom 630010 |25 x Double Snowdops ‘In The Green’ £19.99] JUST £14‘99 SAVE £5'°0
)
ffhelaespoducsndsciedofiestypast | 630011 (25 x British Native Bluebells ‘In the Green’ SAVE £5!|£14.99 My DOUBLE GUARANTEE to you!
TGO are i (o & 1ifyou're not totally happy with your order, retum it within 30 days and we'l
You Must Use Offer K"’“{z Fdseaia  Despatched within 57 working days. Deliery o UK ony and a £6.00 | 1§ 5% | |  repacsorenainit
S LS e surcharge will apply to the following postcode areas: AB, DD8-11, GY, 2Should any hardy i , we will replace free of charge.
Code GN1214 To Get HS, M, IV, JE. KA27-28, KW, PA20-80, PH19-50, TR21-25 & ZE. See |y BOUJLSE poy the PeP:
o H €3 17, website for full terms & conditions. Following Brexit there are a number |%0R Peter McDermott 6
These EXC|USIVe Prlces' \ )‘ ll (1 of changes that prevent us from trading in N. Ireland. For further details n Head Gard 1
wdum weryone ea ardener

please visit www.yougarden.com
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