CHAPTER XLI

1.

The complete series of the Vandal war is related by Procopius in a regular
and elegant narrative (l. i. c. 9-25. . ii. c. 1-13.); and happy would be my
lot, could | always tread in the foosteps of such a guide. From the entire
and diligent perusal of the Greek text, | have a right to pronounce that the
Latin and French versions of Grotius and Cousin may not be implicitly
trusted: yet the president Cousin has been often praised, and Hugo
Grotius was the first scholar of a learned age.

. See Ruinart, Hist. Persecut. Vandal. c. xii. p. 589. His best evidence is

drawn from the life of St. Fulgentius, composed by one of his disciples,
transcribed in a great measure in the annals of Baronius, and printed in
several great collections (Catalog. Bibliot. Bunaviana, tom. i. vol. ii. p.
1258.).

. For what quality of the mind or body? For speed, or beauty, or valour? —

In what language did the Vandals read Homer? — Did he speak German?
— The Latins had four versions (Fabric tom. i. | ii. ¢. 3. p. 297.): yet, in
spite of the praises of Seneca (Consol. c.26.), they appear to have been
more successful in imitating, than in translating, the Greek poets. But the
name of Achilles might be famous and popular, even among the illiterate
Barbarians.
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4. A year —absurd exaggeration! The conquest of Africa may be dated A.D.
533, September 14: it is celebrated by Justinian in the preface to his
Institutes, which were published November 21, of the same year.
Including the voyage and return, such a computation might be truly
applied to our Indian empire.

5. Qounto de 0 BeAtoapiog ox I'sppaviag, 1 Opanwvtx wat IMuiwv urtaéy
nertan (Procop. Vandal. 1. i. c. 11.). Aleman (Not. ad Anecdot. p. 5.), an
Italian, could easily reject the German vanity of Giphanius and Velserus,
who wished to claim the hero; but his Germania, ametropolis of Thrace, |
cannot find in any civil or ecclesiastical lists of the provinces and cities.
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6. The two first Persian campaigns of Belisarius are fairly and copiously
related by his secretary (Persic. I. i. c. 12-18.).
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7. See the birth and character of Antonina, in the Anecdotes, c. 1. and the
Notes of Alemannus, p. 3.
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8. See the Preface of Procopius. The enemies of archery might quote the
reproaches of Diomede (lliad A. 385, &c.) and the permittere vulnera
ventis of Lucan (viii. 384.): yet the Romans could not despise the arrows
of the Parthians; and in the siege of Troy, Pandarus, Paris, and Teucer,
pierced those haughty warriors who insulted them as women or children.

9. Nevpnv pev paéw nedaoev, 10éw d¢ ainpoov (lliad A. 123.). How concise
— how just — how beautiful is the whole picture! | see the attitudes of the
archer — | hear the twanging of the bow:
Myée Biog, veunp ¢ pey’ 1amnev, aAto
d’ olo0C.
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10. The text appears to allow for the largest vessels 50,000 medimni, or
3000 tons (since the medimnus weighed 160 Roman, or 120 averdupois,
pounds). | have given a more rational interpretation, by supposing that
the Attic style of Procopius conceals the legal and popular modius, a
sixth part of the medimnus (Hooper’s Ancient Measures, p. 152, &c). A
contrary, and indeed a stranger mistake, has crept into an oration of
Dinarchus (contra Demosthenem, in Reiske Orator. Graec. tom. iv. P. ii. p.
34.). By reducing the number of ships from 500 to 50, and translating
fisoifivoi by mines, or pounds, Cousin has generously allowed 500 tons
for the whole of the Imperial fleet! - Did he never think?
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11. I have read of a Greek legislator, who inflicted a double penalty on the
crimes committed in a state of intoxication; but it seems agreed that this
was rather a political than a moral law.

12. Or even in three days, since they anchored the first evening in the
neighbouring isle of Tenedos: the second day they sailed to Lesbos, the
third to the promontory of Eubcea, and on the fourth they reached Argos
(Homer, Odyss. [. 130-183. Wood’s Essay on Homer, p. 40-46.). Apirate
sailedfrom the Hellespont to the sea-port of Sparta in three days
(Xenophon, Hellen. 1. ii. c. 1.).
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13. Caucana, near Camarina, is at least 50 miles (350 or 400 stadia) from
Syracuse (Cluver, Sicilia Antiqua, p. 191.).

14. Procopius, Gothic. 1. i. c. 3. Tibi tollit hinnitum apta quadrigis equa, in
the Sicilian pastures of Grosphus (Horat. Carm. ii. 16.). Acragas...
magnanimim quondam generator equorum (Virgil. £neid. iii. 704.).
Thero’s horses, whose victories are immortalized by Pindar, were bred in
this country.

15. The Caput vada of Procopius (where Justinian afterwards founded a city
- de Edific. I. vi. c. 6.) is the promontory of Ammon in Strabo, the
Brachodes of Ptolemy, the Capau- dia of the moderns, a long narrow slip
that runs into the sea (Shaw’s Travels, p. 111.).
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16. A centurion of Mark Antony expressed, though inamore manly strain,
the same dislike to the sea and to naval combats (Plutarch in Antonio, p.
1730. edit. Hen. Steph.).

17. Sullecte is perhaps the Turris Hannibalis, an old building, now as large
as the Tower of London. The march of Belisarius to Leptis, Adrumetum,
&c. is illustrated by the campaign of Caesar (Hirtius, de Bello Africano,
with the Analyse of Guichardt), and Shaw’s Travels (p. 105-113.) in the
same country.
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18. IMapadeioog naAiiotog anaviwv wv nueigiouey. The paradises, a name
and fashion adopted from Persia, may be represented by the royal garden
of Ispahan (Moyage d’Olearius, p. 774.). See, in the Greek romances,
their most perfect model (Longus, Pastoral. I. iv. p. 99-101. Achilles
Tatius, I. 1. p. 22, 23.).
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19. The neighbourhood of Carthage, the sea, the land, and the rivers, are
changed almost as much as the works of man. The isthmus, or neck, of
the city is now confounded with the continent: the harbour is a dry plain;
and the lake, or stagnum, no more than a morass, with six or seven feet
water in the mid-channel. See d’Anville (Geographie Ancienne, tom. iii.
p. 82.), Shaw (Travels, p. 77-84.), Marmol (Descriptionde I’ Afrique, tom.
Ii. p. 465.), and Thuanus (lviii. 12. tom. iii. p. 334.).
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20. From Delphi, the name of Delphicum was given, both in Greek and

Latin, to a tripod; and, by an easy analogy, the same appellation was
extended at Rome, Constantinople, and Carthage, to the royal banqueting
room (Procopius, Vandal. I. i. ¢. 21. Ducange, Gloss. Graec .p. 277.

Aedpirov ad Alexiad. p. 412.).
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21. These orations always express the sense of the times, and sometimes of
the actors. | have condensed that sense, and thrown away declamation.
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22. The relics of St. Augustin were carried by the African bishops to their
Sardinian exile (A.D. 500.); and it was believed in the viiith century that
Liutprand, king of the Lombards, transported them (A.D. 721.) from
Sardinia to Pavia. In the year 1695, the Augustin friars of that city found
a brick arch, marble coffin, silver case, silk wrapper, bones, blood, &c.
and perhaps an inscription of Agostino in Gothic letters. But this useful
discovery has been disputed by reason and jealousy (Baronius, Annal.
A.D. 725. N° 2-9. Tillemont, Mem. Eccles. tom. xiii. p. 944. Montfaucon,
Diarium Ital. p. 26-30. Muratori, Antiq. Ital. Medii Avi om. v. dissert.
Iviii. p. 9. who had composed a separate treatise before the decree of the
bishop of Pavia, and Pope Benedict XIIl.).

23. Ta Ta ¢ poAtteiag mpootpta, is the expression of Procopius (de Edific.
l. vi. c. 7.). Ceuta, which has been defaced by the Portuguese, flourished
in nobles and palaces, in agriculture and manufactures, under the more
prosperous reign of the Arabs (I’ Afrique de Marmol, tom. ii. p. 236.).
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24. See the second and third preambles to the Digest, or Pandects,
promulgated A.D. 533, December 16. To the titles of Vandalicus and
Africanus, Justinian, or rather Belisarius, had acquired ajust claim:
Gothicus has premature, and Francicus false and offensive to a great
nation.

25. See the original acts in Baronius (A.D. 535. No 21-54.). The emperor
applauds his own clemency to the heretics, cum sufficiat eis vivere.

26. Dupin (Geograph. Sacra Africana, p.lix. ad Optat. Milev.) observes and
bewails this episcopal decay. In the more prosperous age of the church,
he had noticed 690 bishoprics; but however minute were the dioceses, it
IS not probable that they all existed at the same time.
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27. The African laws of Justinian are illustrated by his German biographer
(Cod. I. 1. tit. 27. Novell. 36, 37. 131. Vit. Justinian. p. 349-377.).

28. Mount Papua is placed by d’Anville (tom. iii. p. 92. and Tabul. Imp.
Rom. Occident.) near Hippo Regius and the sea; yet this situation ill
agrees with the long pursuit beyond Hippo, and the words of Procopius
(L.ii. c. 4.),ev T01¢ Noup1d1a¢ EOMATOIC.

29. Shaw (Travels, p. 220.) most accurately represents the manners of the
Bedoweens and Kabyles, the last of whom, by their language, are the
remnant of the Moors: yet how changed — how civilized are these modern
savages! — provisions are plenty among them, and bread is common.
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30. By Procopius it is styled a Iyre; perhaps harp would have been more
national. The instruments of music are thus distinguished by Venantius
Fortunatus:
Romanusque Iyrd tibi plaudat, Barbarus harpa.



CHAPTER XLlI

31. Herodotus elegantly describes the strange effects of grief in another
royal captive, Psam-metichus of Egypt, who wept at the lesser, and was
silent at the greatest of his calamities (. iii. c. 14.). In the interview of
Paulus £milius and Perses, Belisarius might study his part: but it is
probable that he never read either Livy or Plutarch; and it is certain that
his generosity did not need a tutor.
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32. After the title of imperator had lost the old military sense, and the
Roman auspices were abolished by Christianity (see La Bleterie, Mem.
de I’Academie, tom. xxi. p. 302-332.), a triumph might be given with less
Inconsistency to a private general.

33. If the Ecclesiastes be truly a work of Solomon, and not, like Prior’s
poem, a pious and moral composition of more recent times, in his name,
and on the subject of his repentance. The latter is the opinion of the
learned and free-spirited Grotius (Opp. Theolog. tom. i. p. 258.): and
indeed the Ecclesiastes and Proverbs display a larger compass of thought
and experience than seem to belong either to a Jew or a king.
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34. In the Belisaire of Marmontel, the king and the conqueror of Africa
meet, sup, and converse, without recollecting each other. It is surely a
fault of that romance, that not only the hero, but all to whom he had been
so conspicuously known, appear to have lost their eyes or their memory.

35. Shaw, p. 59. Yet since Procopius (l. ii. c. 13.) speaks of a people of
mount Atlas, as already distinguished by white bodies and yellow hair,
the phanomenon (which is likewise visible in the Andes of Peru, Buf
Fon, tom. iii. p. 504.) may naturally be ascribed to the elevation of the
ground and the temperature of the air.
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36. The geographer of Ravenna (1. iii. c. xi. p. 129, 130, 131. Paris, 1688.)
describes the Mauritania Gaditana (opposite to Cadiz), ubi gens
Vandalorum, a Belisario devicta in Africa, fugit, et nunquam comparuit.

37. A single voice had protested, and Generic dismissed, without a formal
answer, the Vandals of Germany: but those of Africa derided his
prudence, and affected to despise the poverty of their forests (Procopius,
Vandal. 1. i. ¢.22).

38. From the mouth of the great elector (in 1687), Tollius describes the
secret royalty and rebellious spirit of the Vandals of Branden-burgh, who
could muster five or six thousand soldiers who had procured some
cannon, &c. (Itinerar. Hungar. p. 42. apud Dubos, Hist. de la Monarchie
Francoise, torn. 1. p. 182, 183.). The veracity, not of the elector, but of
Tollius himself, may justly be suspected.

39. Procopius (1.1. c. 22.) was in total darkness — ovde pvnun tig ovde
ovopa ¢ epe owéetar. Under the reign of Dagobert (A.D. 630.), the
Sclavonian tribes of the Sorbi and Venedi already bordered on Thuringia
(Mascou, Hist. of the Germans, xv. 3, 4, 5).

40. Sallust represents the Moors as a remnant of the army of Heracles (de
Bell. Jugurth. c. 21.), and Procopius (Vandal. 1. ii. c. 10.) as the posterity
of the Cananaans who fled from the robber Joshua (Ar/or/g). He quotes
two columns, with a Pheenician inscription. | believe in the columns - |
doubt the inscription - and | reject the pedigree.
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41. Virgil (Georgic. iii. 339.) and Pomponius Mela (i. 8.) describe the
wandering life of the African shepherds, similar to that of the Arabs and
Tartars: and Shaw (p. 222.) is the best commentator on the poet and the
geographer.

42. The customary gifts were a sceptre, a crown or cap, a white cloak, a
figured tunic and shoes, all adorned with gold and silver; nor were these
precious metals less acceptable in the shape ofcoin(Procop. Vandal. I. i. c.
25.).

43. See the African government and warfare of Solomon, in Procopius
(Vandal. 1. ii. c. 10, 11, 12, 13. 19, 20.). He was recalled, and again
restored; and his last victory dates in the xiii™ year of Justinian (A.D.
539.). An accident in his childhood had rendered him an eunuch (l. i. c.
11.): the other Roman generals were amply furnished with beards,
Ttmyovog eni-nlajievoi (1. ii. c. 8.).

44. This natural antipathy of the horse for the camel, is affirmed by the
ancients (Xenophon. Cyropad. I. vi. p. 438.1. vii. p. 483. 492. edit.
Hutchinson. Polyan. Stratagem. vii. 6. Plin. Hist. Nat. viii. 20. Z&li an ne
Natur. Animal. Liii. c. 7.); but it is disproved by daily experience, and
derided by the best judges, the Orientals (Voyage d’Olearius, p. 553.).
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45. Procopius is the first who describes mount Aurasius (Vandal. 1. ii. c. 13.
De Edific. I. vi. c. 7.). He may be compared with Leo Africanus (dell
Africa, parte v. in Ramusio, tom. i. fol. 77. recto.), Marmol (tom. ii. p.
430.), and Shaw (p. 56-59.).
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46. Isidor. Chron. p. 722. edit. Grot. Mariana, Hist. Hispan. |. v. c. 8. p. 173.
Yet according to Isidore, the siege of Ceuta, and the death of Theudis,
happened, A. A£. H. 586. A.D. 548. and the place was defended, not by
the Vandals, but by the Romans.

47. Procopius, Vandal. 1. . c. 24,



CHAPTER XLlI

48. See the original Chronicle of Isidore, the vi" and vi™" books of the
History of Spain by Mariana. The Romans were finally expelled by
Suintila king of the Visigoths (A.D. 621-626.), after their reunion to the
Catholic church.

49. See the marriage and fate of Amalafrida in Procopius (Vandal. I. i. c. 8,
9.), and in and Cassiodorius (Var. ix. i.) the expostulation of her royal
brother. Compare likewise the Chronicle of Victor Tunnunensis.

50. Lilybaeum was built by the Carthaginians, Olymp. xcv. 4.; and in the
first Punic war, a strong situation, and excellent harbour, rendered that
place an important object to both nations.
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51. Compare the different passages of Procopius (Vandal. I. ii. c. 5. Gothic.
l.i.c.3).

52. For the reign and character of Amalasontha, see Procopius (Gothic. L.i.
c. 2, 3, 4. and Anecdot. c. 16. with the Notes of Alemannus),
Cassiodorius (Var viii, ix. X, and xi. 1.), and Jornandes (de Rebus Geticis,
c. 59. and De Successione Regnorum, in Muratori, tom. i. p. 241.).

53. The marriage of Theodoric with Audefleda, the sister of Clovis, may be
placed in the year 495, soon after the conquest of Italy (de Buat, Hist. des
Peuples, tom. ix. p. 213.). The nuptials of Eutharic and Amalasontha
were celebrated in 515 (Cassiodor. in Chron. p. 453.).
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54. At the death of Theodoric, his grandson Athalaric is described by
Procopius as a boy about eight years old — oxtw yeyovwg em.
Cassiodorius, with authority and reason, adds two years to his age —
infantulum adhuc vix decennem.
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55. The lake, from the neighbouring towns of Etruria, was styled either
Vulsiniensis (now of Bolsena) or Tarquiniensis. It is surrounded with
white rocks, and stored with fish and wild fowl. The younger Pliny
(Epist. ii. 96.) celebrates two woody islands that floated on its waters: if a
fable, how credulous the ancients! - if a fact, how careless the moderns!
Yet, since Pliny, the islands may have been fixed by new and gradual
accessions.
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56. Yet Procopius discredits his own evidence (Anecdot. c. 16.), by
confessing that in his public history he had not spoken the truth. See the
Epistles from queen Gundelina to the empress Theodora (Var. x. 20, 21.
23. and observe a suspicious word, de illa persona, &c), with the
elaborate Commentary of Buat (tom. x. p. 177-185.).
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57. For the conquest of Sicily, compare the narrative of Procopius with the
complaints of Totila (Gothic. I. i. c. 5. I. iii. c. 16.). The Gothic queen had
lately relieved that thankless island (Var. ix. 10, 11.).

58. The ancient magnitude and splendour of the five quarters of Syracuse,
are delineated by Cicero (in Verrem, actio ii. I. iv .c. 52, 53.), Strabo (|.
vi. p.415.), and d’Orville Sicula (tom. ii. p. 174-202.). The new city,
restored by Augustus, shrunk towards the island.

59. Procopius (Vandal. 1. ii. c. 14, 15.) so clearly relates the return of
Belisarius into Sicily (p. 146. edit. Hoeschelii), that | am astonished at
the strange misapprehension and reproaches of a learned critic (Oeuvres
de la Mothe le Vayer, tom. vii. p. 162, 163.).



CHAPTER XLI

60. The ancient Alba was ruined in the first age of Rome. On the same spot,
or at least in the neighbourhood, successively arose, 1. The villa of
Pompey, &c. 2. A camp of the Pratorian cohorts. 3. The modern

episcopal city of Albanum or Albano (Procop. Goth. L.ii. c. 4. Cluver.
Ital. Antig. tom. ii. p. 914.).
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61. A Sibylline oracle was ready to pronounce — Africa capta mundus cum
nato peribit; a sentence ofportentous ambiguity (Gothic. L.i. c. 7.), which
has been published in unknown characters by Opsopaus, an editor of the
oracles. The Pere Maltret has promised acom-mentary; but all his
promises have been vain and fruitless.

62. In his chronology, imitated in some degree from Thucydides, Procopius
begins each spring the years of Justinian and of the Gothic war; and his
first aera coincides with the 1st of April 535, and not 536, according to
the Annals of Baronius (Pagi, Crit. tom. ii. p. 555. who is followed by
Muratori and the editors of Sigonius). Yet in some passages we are at a
loss to reconcile the dates of Procopius with himself, and with the
Chronicle of Marcellinus.

63. The series of the first Gothic war is represented by Procopius (l.i. c. 5-
29.Lii. c. 1-30. I. iii. c. 1.) till the captivity of Vitiges. With the aid of
Sigonius (Opp. tom. i. de Imp. Occident, I. xvii, xviii.) and Muratori
(Annali d’ltalia, tom. v.), | have gleaned some few additional facts.
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64. Jornandes, de Rebus Geticis, c. 60. p. 702. edit. Grot. and tom. i. p. 221.
Muratori, de Success. Regn. p. 241.

65. Nero (says Tacitus, Annal. xv. 35.) Neapolim quasi Graeecam urbem
delegit. One hundred and fifty years afterwards, in the time of Septimius
Severus, the Helleni of the Neapolitans is praised by Philostratus: yevog
EAAnveg nat aotvrol, 00ev rat tag omovdag twv Aoywv EAAnvixot €10t
(Icon. I. 1. p. 763. edit. Olear.).

66. The otium of Naples is praised by the Roman poets, by Virgil, Horace,
Silius Italicus, and Statius (Cluver. Ital. Ant. I. iv. p. 1149,1150.). In an
elegant epistle (Sylv.l. iii. 5. p. 94-98. edit. Markland), Statius undertakes
the difficult task of drawing his wife from the pleasures of Rome to that
calm retreat.
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67. This measure was taken by Roger I. after the conquest of Naples (A.D.
1139), which he made the capital of his new kingdom (Giannone, Istoria
Civile, tom. ii. p. 169.). That city, the third in Christian Europe, is now at
least twelve miles in circumference (Jul. Caesar. Capaccii Hist. Neapol.
l.i. p. 47.), and contains more inhabitants (3 50,000) in a given space,
than any other spot in the known world.

68. Not geometrical, but common, paces or steps, of 22 French inches
(d’Anville, Mesures ltineraires, p. 7, 8.): the 2363 do not make an
English mile.
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69. Belisarius was reproved by Pope Sylverius for the massacre. He
repeopled Naples, and imported colonies of African captives into Sicily,
Calabria, and Apulia (Hist. Miscell. 1. xvi. in Muratori, tom. i. p. 106,
107).

70. Beneventum was built by Diomede, the nephew of Meleager (Cluver,
tom.ii. p. 1195, 1196). The Calydonian hunt is a picture of savage life
(Ovid. Metamorph. I. viii.). Thirty or forty heroes were leagued against a
hog: the brutes (not the hog) quarrelled with a lady for the head.

71. The Decennovium as strangely confounded by Cluverius (tom. ii. p.
1007.) with the river Ufens. It was in truth a canal of nineteen miles,
from Forum Appii to Terracina, on which Horace embarked in the night.
The Decennovium which is mentioned by Lucan, Dion Cassius, and
Cassiodorius, has been successively ruined, restored, and obliterated
(d’Anville, Analyse de I’ltalie, p. 185, &c).

72. A Jew gratified his contempt and hatred for all the Christians, by
inclosing three bands, each of ten hogs, and discriminated by the names
of Goths, Greeks, and Romans. Of the first, almost all were found dead -
almost all of the second were alive — of the third, half died and the rest
lost their bristles. No unsuitable emblem of the event.
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73. Bergier (Hist. des Grands Chemins des Romains, tom. i. p. 221-228.
440-444.) examines the structure and materials, while d’Anville (Analyse
de I’ltalie, p. 200-213.) defines the geographical line.
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74. Of the first recovery of Rome, the year (536) is certain, from the series
of events, rather than from the corrupt, or interpolated, text of Procopius:
the month (December) is ascertained by Evagrius (1. iv. c. 19.); and the
day (the tenth) may be admitted on the slight evidence of Nicephorus
Callistus (I. xvii. c. 13). For this accurate chronology, we are indebted to
the diligence and judgment of Pagi (tom. ii. p. 559, 560.).
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75. An horse of a bay or red colour was styled ¢aiiog by the Greeks, balan
by the Barbarians, and spadix by the Romans. Honesti spadices, says
Virgil (Georgic. I. iii. 72. with the Observations of Martin and Heyne).
Znadié or Batov signifies a branch of the palm-tree, whose name, ¢govié
Is synonymous to red (Aulus Gellius, ii. 26.).

76. | interpret BavéaAapiog not as a proper name, but an office, standard-
bearer, from bandum (vexillum), a Barbaric word adopted by the Greeks
and Romans (Paul Diacon. I. i. c. 20. p. 760. Grot. Nomina Gothica, p.
575. Ducange, Gloss. Latin. tom. i. p. 539, 540.).
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77. M. d’Anville has given, in the Memoires of the Academy for the year
1756 (tom. xxx. p. 198-236.), a plan of Rome on a smaller scale, but far
more accurate than that which he delineated in 1738 for Rollin’s history.
Experience had improved his knowledge; and, instead of Rossi’s
topography, he used the new and excellent map of Nolli. Pliny’s old
measure of xiii must be reduced to viii miles. It is easier to alter a text,
than to remove hills or buildings.

78. In the year 1709, Labat (Moyages en Italie, tom. iii. p. 218.) reckoned
138,568 Christian souls, besides 8 or 10,000 Jews — without souls? — In
the year 1763, the numbers exceeded 160,000.



CHAPTER XLI

79. The accurate eye of Nardini (Roma Antica, . i. c. viii. p. 31.) could
distinguish the tumultuarie opere di Belisario.

80. The fissure and leaning in the upper part of the wall, which Procopius
observed (Goth. 1. i. c. 13.), is visible to the present hour (Donat. Roma
\etus, I. 1. c. 17. p. 53, 54.).

81. Lipsius (Opp. tom. iii. Poliorcet. I. iii.) was ignorant of this clear and
conspicuous passage of Procopius (Goth. I. i. c. 21.). The engine was
named ovaypog, the wild ass, a calcitrando (Hen. Steph. Thesaur. Lingua
Grec. tom. ii. p. 1340, 1341. tom. iii. p. 877.). | have seen an ingenious
model, contrived and executed by general Melville, which imitates or
surpasses the art of antiquity.

82. The description of this mausoleum, or mole, in Procopius (l.i. c. 25.) is
the first and best. The height above the walls oxedov e¢ AiBov BoAnv. On
Nolli’s great plan, the sides measure 260 English feet.

83. Praxiteles excelled in Fauns, and that of Athens was his own master-
piece. Rome now contains above thirty of the same character. When the
ditch of St. Angelo was cleansed under Urban VIII. the workmen found
the sleeping Faun of the Barberini palace; but a leg, a thigh, and the right
arm, had been broken from that beautiful statue (Winckel-man, Hist. de
I’Art, tom. ii. p. 52, 53. tom. iii. p. 265.).
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84. Procopius has given the best description of the temple of Janus, a
national deity of Latium (Heyne, Excurs. v. ad. I. vii. £neid). It was once
a gate in the primitive city of Romulus and Numa (Nardini, p. 13. 256.
329.). Virgil has described the ancient rite, like a poet and an antiquarian.
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85. Vivarium was an angle in the new wall inclosed for wild beasts
(Procopius, Goth. Li. c. 23.). The spot is still visible in Nardini (l. iv. c. 2.
p. 159, 160.) and Nolli’s great plan of Rome.



CHAPTER XLI

86. For the Roman trumpet and its various notes, consult Lipsius, de Militia
Romana (Opp. tom. iii. . iv. Dialog. x. p. 125-129.). A mode of
distinguishing the charge by the horse-trumpet of solid brass, and the
retreatby the foot-trumpet of leather and light wood, was recommended
by Procopius, and adopted by Belisarius (Goth. 1. ii. c. 23.).



CHAPTER XLI

87. Procopius (Goth. 1. ii. c. 3.) has forgot to name these aqueducts; nor can
such a double intersection, at such a distance from Rome, be clearly
ascertained from the writings of Frontinus Fabretti and Eschinard, de
Aquis and de Agro Romano, or from the local maps of Lameti and
Cingolani. Seven or eight miles from the city (50 stadia), on the road to
Albano, between the Latin and Appian ways, | discern the remains of an
aqueduct (probably the Septimian), a series (630 paces) of arches twenty-
five feet high (0¥Pniw eoayav).

88. They made sausages, aAdatag of mule’s flesh: unwholesome, if the
animals had died of the plague. Otherwise the famous Bologna sausages
are said to be made of ass flesh (Moyages de Labat, tom. ii. p. 218.).



CHAPTER XLI

89. The name of the palace, the hill, and the adjoining gate, were all derived
from the senator Pincius. Some recent vestiges of temples and churches
are now smoothed in the garden of the Minims of the Trinita del Monte
(Nardini, I. iv. c. 7. p. 196. Eschinard, p. 209, 210. the old plan of
Buffalino, and the great plan of Nolli). Belisarius had fixed his station
between the Pincian and Salarian gates (Procop. Goth. I. i. c. 15.).

90. From the mention of the primum et secundum velum, it should seem
that Belisarius, even in a siege, represented the emperor, and maintained
the proud ceremonial of the Byzantine palace.



CHAPTER XLI

91. Of this act of sacrilege, Procopius (Goth. 1. i. c. 25.) isa dry and
reluctant witness. The narratives of Liberatus (Breviarium, c. 22.) and
Anastasius (de Vit. Pont. p. 39.) are characteristic, but passionate. Hear
the execrations of Cardinal Baronius (A.D. 536. N° 123. A.D. 538. No 4-

20.): portentum, facinus omni execratione dignum.



CHAPTER XLI

92. The old Capena was removed by Aurelian to, or near, the modern gate
of St. Sebastian (see Nolli’s plan). That memorable spot has been
consecrated by the Egerian grove, the memory of Numa, triumphal
arches, the sepulchres of the Scipios, Metelli, &c.

93. The expression of Procopius has an invidious cast — tToxnv ex Tov
aoparovg v apiot ovuPnoopevny napadoxretv (Goth. Lii. c. 4.). Yet he is
speaking of a woman.



CHAPTER XLlI
94. Anastasius (p. 40.) has preserved this epithet of Sanguinarius, which
might do honour to a tyger.



CHAPTER XLI

95. This transaction is related in the public history (Goth. I. ii. c. 8.) with
candour or caution; in the Anecdotes(c. 7.) with malevolence or freedom;
but Marcellinus, or rather his continuator (in Chron.), casts a shade of
premeditated assassination over the death of Constantine. He had
performed good service at Rome and Spoleto (Procop. Goth. L.i. c. 7.
14.); but Alemannus confounds him with a Constantianus comes stabuli.



CHAPTER XLI

96. They refused to serve after his departure; sold their captives and cattle
to the Goths; and swore never to fight against them. Procopius introduces
a curious digression on the manners and adventurers of this wandering

nation, a part of whom finally emigrated to Thule or Scandinavia (Goth.
. ii. c. 14, 15.).



CHAPTER XLI

97. This national reproach of perfidy (Procop. Goth. I. ii. c. 25.)offends the
ear of La Mothe le Vayer (tom. viii. p. 163-165.), who criticises, as if he
had not read, the Greek historian.

98. Baronius applauds his treason, andjustifies the Catholic bishops — qui ne
sub heretico principe degant omnem lapidem movent — an useful caution.
The more rational Muratori (Annali d’Italia, tom. v. p. 54.) hints at the
guilt of perjury, and blames at least the imprudence of Datius.

99. St. Datius was more successful against devils than against Barbarians.
He travelled with a numerous retinue, and occupied at Corinth a large
house (Baronius, A.D. 538. N° 89. A.D. 539. No 20.).

100. Mupiadeg torarovra (compare Procopius, Goth. Lii, ¢. 7. 21.). Yet such
population is incredible; and the second or third city of Italy need not
repine if we only decimate the numbers of the present text. Both Milan
and Genoa revived in less than thirty years (Paul Diacon. de Gestis
Langobard, I. ii. c. 38.).



CHAPTER XLI

101. Besides Procopius, perhaps too Roman, see the Chronicles of Marius
and Marcellinus, Jornandes (in Success. Regn. in Muratori, tom. i. p.
241.). and Gregory of Tours (1. iii. c. 32. in tom. ii. of the Historians of
France). Gregory supposes a defeat of Belisarius, who, in Aimoin (de
Gestis Franc. Lii. c. 23. in tom. iii. p. 59), is slain by the Franks.



CHAPTER XLI

102. Agathias, I. i. p. 14, 15. Could he have seduced or subdued the Gepidae
or Lombards of Pannonia, the Greek historian is confident that he must
have been destroyed in Thrace.

103. The king pointed his spear — the bull overturned a tree on his head — he
expired the same day. Such is the story of Agathias; but the original
historians of France (tom. ii. p. 202. 403. 558. 667.) impute his death to a
fever.

104. Without losing myself in a labyrinth of species and names — the
aurochs, urus, bisons, bubalus, bonasus, buffalo, &c. (Buffon, Hist. Nat.
tom. xi. and Supplement, tom. iii. vi.), it is certain, that in the sixth
century a large wild species of horned cattle was hunted in the great
forests of the Vosges in Lorraine, and the Ardennes (Greg. Turon. tom.
ii.l. x. . 10. p. 369.).

105. In the siege of Auximum, he first laboured to demolish an old
aqueduct, and then cast into the stream. 1. dead bodies; 2. mischievous
herbs; and, 3. quick lime, which is named (says Procopius, Lii. c. 29.)
nitavog by the ancients; by the moderns aoBeotog Yet both words are
used as synonymous in Galen, Dioscorides, and Lucian (Hen. Steph.
Thesaur. Ling. Greec . tom. iii. p. 748.).



CHAPTER XLlI

106. The Goths suspected Mathasuintha as an accomplice in the mischief,
which perhaps was occasioned by accidental lightning.

107. In strict philosophy, a limitation of the rights of war seems to imply
nonsense and contradiction. Grotius himself is lost in an idle distinction
between the jus natura and the jus gentium, between poison and
infection. He balances in one scale the passages of Homer (Odyss. A.
259, &c.) and Florus (l. ii. ¢. 20. N° 7. ult.); and in the other, the
examples of Solon (Pausanias, I. x. ¢. 37.) and Belisarius. See his great
work De Jure Belli et Pacis (1. iii. c. 4. s. 15, 16, 17. and in Barbeyrac’s
version, tom. ii. p. 257, &c). Yet | can understand the benefit and validity
of an agreement, tacit or express, mutually to abstain from certain modes
of hostility. See the Amphictyonic oath in Eschines, de Falsa Legatione.



CHAPTER XLI

108. Ravenna was taken, not in the year 540, but in the latter end of 539;
and Pagi (tom. ii. p. 569.) is rectified by Muratori (Annali d’lItalia, tom. v.
p. 62.), who proves, from an original act on papyrus (Antiquit. Italise
Medii Avi, tom. ii. dissert. xxxii. p. 999-1007. Maffei, Istoria Diplomat.
p. 155-160.), that before the 3d of January 540, peace and free
correspondence were restored between Ravenna and Faenza.

109. He was seized by John the Sanguinary, but an oath or sacrament was
pledged for his safety in the Basilica Julii (Hist. Miscell. I. xvii. in
Muratori, tom. i. p. 107.). Anastasius (in Vit. Pont. p. 40.) gives a dark
but probable account. Montfaucon is quoted by Mascou (Hist. of the
Germans, xii. 21.) for a votive shield representing the captivity of
Vitiges, and now in the collection of signor Landi at Rome.



CHAPTER XLI

110. Vitiges lived two years at Constantinople, and imperatoris in affectd
convictas (Or conjunctus) rebus excessit humanis. His widow,
Mathasuenta, the wife and mother of the patricians, the elder and
younger Germanus, united the streams of Anician and Amali blood
(Jornandes, c. 60. p. 221. in Muratori, tom. 1.).



CHAPTER XLI

111. Procopius, Goth. L. iii. c. i. Aimoin, a French monk of the xi" century,
who had obtained, and has disfigured, some authentic information of
Belisarius, mentions, in his name, 12,000 pueri or slaves — quos propriis

alimus stipendiis — besides 18,000 soldiers (Historians of France, tom. iii.
De Gestis Franc, I. ii. c. 6. p. 48.).



CHAPTER XLI

112. The diligence of Alemannus could add but little to the four first and
most curious chapters of the Anecdotes. Of these strange Anecdotes, a
part may be true, because probable — and a part true, because improbable.
Procopius must have known the former, and the latter he could scarcely
invent.

113. Procopius insinuates (Anecdot. c. 4.) that, when Belisarius returned to
Italy (A.D. 543), Antonina was sixty years of age. A forced, but more
polite construction, which refers that date to the moment when he was
writing (A.D. 559), would be compatible with the manhood of Photius
(Gothic. I. 1. c. 10.) in 536.

114. Compare the Vandalic War (1. i. c. 12.) with the Anecdotes (c. 1.) and
Alemannus (p. 2, 3.). This mode of baptismal adoption was revived by
Leo the philosopher.



CHAPTER XLlI

115. In November 537, Photius arrested the pope (Liberat. Brev. c. 22. Pagi,
tom. ii. p. 562.). About the end of 539, Belisarius sent Theodosius — tov
TN OlXIX TH QUTOL £Pe0TWTA — ON an important and lucrative commission
to Ravenna (Goth. I. ii. c. 18.).



CHAPTER XLI

116. Theophanes (Chronograph. p. 204.) styles him Photinus, the son-in-
law of Belisarius; and he is copied by the Historia Miscella and
Anastasius.



CHAPTER XLI

117. The continuator of the Chronicle of Marcellinus gives, in a few decent
words, the substance of the Anecdotes: Belisarius de Oriente evocatus, in

offensam periculumque incurrens grave, et invidig subjacens rursus
remittitur in Italiam (p. 54.).
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